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CLASS UNITY 
CLASS PRIDE 
CLASS WAR 


Welcome to 4MW#18 dear readers. We have yet another packed issue, with all things 
punk related. As I'm writing this editorial piece, I've reached my own personal 
milestone, cos on January 19 th 2019, I turned 50! Shock! Yikes! I m now half a 
century old. Some might say they never thought I'd make it, especially when I was 
younger, ha ha! But here I am proving some of my biggest critics wrong. Though at 
heart I still feel quite young and still get mistaken for someone in their thirties. 
Maybe 'babyfaced Assassin' should have been my nickname. 


Also attending recent 999 and 'The Casualties' gigs at the Waterloo Music Bar, 
kept me buzzing and feeling alert as a 50-year-old rebel. No, I'll never grow up 
and act my age. As one health report said recently, being active and getting about, 
ie dancing at gigs is a good way of staying fit and I hope to attend more gigs at 
the Waterloo in 2019, as there's a fair few coming our way. 


Though I was sad to hear of Pete Shelley's death at 64, that's no age to die. This 
issue of 4MW is dedicated to him. A true punk rock gent!! Though it's a shame BBC4 
didn't do a tribute to him, unlike other rock and popstars who had documentaries 
done on them. Only Granada News did their own personal tribute to Mr Shelley. But 
of course punk was always anti-establishment and would we have it any other way? 

I very much doubt it. 


ANARCHISTICALLY YOURS. Mi-fcek 


TkarJtS be 4HW (smh.Hoai 
Vabdk# 

7okar> Neir Crwiy in k Oi 
+MaI HupJmoa... 


When I'm asked what keeps me young? I always say # "punk rock", cos it's fast, 
furious and energetic music which keeps you on your toes, unlike boogie or classic 
rock which makes you fall asleep or in my case bores the hell out of me zzzz!! 
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I saw these guys in Czech Republic three times but only on Pod Parou Festival 2017 got close 
to them enough to be able to ask for interview. I wasn't sure what response will I get but ultra 
friendly, co-operative, kind and approachable guys said to come after the show, which I duly 
did..Drummer Pat Thetic waved me into their tent and was honest to my questions. 


Would you die for your government or rather which of your presidents would you die 
for? 

I wouldn't die for any government ever because they are all full of shit, they are full of lies 
and they maintain their own power, they don't care about me, my friends or family 


So I guess Donald Trump is not your man either, is he? ., T * 

No way, he isn't my man either.Donald Trump is only worried about Don ®? d “much 

nobody else. But if we look at people like Martin Luther King of Ghandi, they reached much 

more goals without the violence. .That ij^nlywayjve^get^asting^^^gg^ 

Nonve^brahamLincoln or George Washington? 

No, fuck those guys. I think they did some good things but George Washington killed bunch 
of people. He m urdered people who he felt made wrong decision s so he is not my man 

You even didn't like J.F.K.? 

No, he was a creep. He didn't like civil rights, he was on loggerheads with Russians about 
Cuba, not my thing.I don't buy any of that, that's all myth, that all American propaganda.. 


Did you start as ordinary punk band and things around you pissed you off so much that 
you turned into politics or you were political band from word go? 

We were political band from the word go. You know, we grew up in Pittsburg and half of all 
bands from Pittsburg are political. There lots of steel factories there and we had one of the 
first steel strikes in 19.century an we had this social justice culture in Pittsburg,so even the 
bands that are not punk rock a bands are political or left winged. 
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§5 Did you follow Jaromir Jagr when he played in Pittsubrg? 

S! No, you asked the wrong guy, you have to ask our No.2, he loves ice hockey and he talks j 
— about Jaromir Jagr all the time. 
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In early stages you had many personal changes and then you even split up. You didn't 
know which direction you wanted to go or didn't gel together as people or didn't take it 
seriously enough? 

We didn't find the right people.Justin and I grew up together, we have been playing music 
since being 12 years old.and we couldn't find the right people. Justin is the better drummer 
than me and he is really good bass player as well. Whoever we could find to be in the band 
with us Justin would move to different instruments but I can only play drums and Justin 
settled on guitar cos we found a good bass player. So the reason for personal changes was that 
we couldn't find right people, but is has been great since then and the new guys are in the 
band for twenty years which is amazing 


uilt. The case against him consisted entirely of witness 
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e of dreating something real 



ith your album Underground Network you moved from hardcore underground punk 
o mainstream spotlight.Was is conscious step to address bigger audience with your 
message on producer Mass Giorgini just produced it that way and you accepted that 


i it 


- rr ] 1| ^ | ' t ||| ^ ecess arily agree with that, do you think the Underground Network 
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disaster, destruction, corruption and exploitation follow ih the wake of neo-liberal 

_ - * ___i 1.J . ____I . . _ r~k 


is a mainstream? 


your face, no one is gonna fuck you. Without the right useless crap, you’ll feet 

Well that's what is written about you on wikipedia. 

Okay, if it's written on internet, it must be true, ha,ha.I don't think we have ever gone to the 
mainstream. It'is interesting in US in 90's 2000 radio was really important and they would 
never play our staff because we were too controversial for selling beer which is what the radio 
is for and now, radio doesn't matter as much. Mainstream is radio and TV.If anybody gives us 
a platform to speak we will take that. Separation for me is that platform dictates the speech 

but we are gonna say what we are gonna say so no matter how big platform you give us, will 
say the same thing. Mainstrea m in US doesn't like what we have to say. 

THIS IS THE NEW 1 
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“Same old town, same old shitty job. Step out. Few workers are paid what they’re 

\A/Arth Of ixaMrul 


NOTHING RECEOES LIKE PROGRESS’ 




Do you read about American history from all aspects of life and what you find strange 
put onto your booklets or you write a song and THEN try to find something that is 
connected to it?. 

It's sort of chicken and egg thing. We watch news and read about things and that inspires us to 
make music.But those things that inspired us often made it to the booklet and also we are not 
always that smart. Sometimes we write a song about something and then ask people “Hey can 
you tell us more because you are more educated about this topic.” And they also give us right 
piece for the booklets. 


le 

% 


damp down on the free flow of information on the internet you can find ydur 

So you do topical albums? 


wives and mistress’ ] 


gwifafd^ 


No, that's just life, you know. In 2003 a guy wanted to start a war in Iraq , because his daddy 
got beat up in Iraq, and he wanted to ruin lives of millions of people. We are still suffering 
from that, because so many bad decisions created these problems we have today, so we had to 

write about that. Now, Charlotte con man took over the presidency so we have to write about 
that, too 
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On vour own fcbel A-F Records you help other bands. Do you just giv? them a chance to 
make a record and distribute it as no one else would do so or you nurture them, take 
them on tour and basically help them to get bigger and more known? 

We take them on tour a lot, actually, .because most of them are our friends .No.2 usually 
records them in our studio,we have definite hand in trying to teach them things that we think 
young bands need. We show other bands how to be a band. There is lots of skill to learn just 
to be in a band, get on tour and play music. - - —- 


I 





purn WANTED to be Dart of the best make sure you look dapper and !* a 

To"e"7 U nn?ngWur! the world7 host of Anti-Flag signed CD's and T-sh.rts 

mu. mi m i ni w i im ■■ . uu*ii — - Uml 

So three chords and energy is not enough in punk any more? 

That's what you need to start the band.But then you need a van, then you have to get a show 
so you have to learn how to talk to booking agencies, you have to make sure to get to show 
from one place to next one., so there are lots of things to be taught. What I love about that 
process is that when we give them these skills, it's transformative in them on many levels.Not 
just empower people to go and do what they believe in and it is amazing thing to watch band 


doing that. 


[ also gexxo meex warpea lour veteran,., 
and the main man from Vans, Steve Varf 


entry to the usual address at Kerrang!. 


« - v _ _— — ^— .v- ■ - - difvi iii^ vvrani man h -— — : . - — 

I apologize for cheeky question buthave read 

l wish w^d.Tutl'don /knowhow much we get. It whide wTare 
5 “STots censes go into th* There is reality of how 
rchtpense^s .0 ge^fourjudes ,o play study rock song, _ ra 

What's the point of having own label when you record for some other one? 

When we are on tour we can't be at home to make necessary work that needs to be done on 
record. We have people who do small records for us and we have a man who does all day to 
day managerial things. 


BRIXTON ACADEMY, 
LONDON_ 


ANTI-FLAG (HSSH) shows the 
flipsidrof being pissed off with your 
government" 
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Unfashionable yet incredibly 
popular, they embody punk's latest 
paradox with pride - and are awarded 
a heroes' reception for it 
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PROTEST PUNKS And I 


Your album 911 for peace was pulled out by many music stores as Anti-American.Isn't 
it against American claim about being democratic country? To me that sounds like 
totalitarian which we had here during communism. 

Absolutely, I agree 100%..I don't know how much you follow the rise of the right wing in 
US but their argument is that we should be allowed a free speech, because in US free speech 
is very important thing. I agree that you should always be allowed to say whatever you 
want.and these people said we should not be able to say these things. You are allowed to say 
what ever you want but it doesn't mean that people have to listen to you.. So if people don't 
like what we say, they can take our staff from their shops but we still gonna continue to say 
that.And with right wing right now, they say that everybody is trying to censor them, but we 
say “no,.you can say whatever you want, you are an asshole and shithead and we don t 
wanna listen to you but you can still say that. 


started by Michael Franti, mixing music and activism, we nave had the 


hairy. Security guard confrontations. Pat played drums for a song in the 
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If Anti Flag became a political party and has right to change things in American society, 
how would you do it practically? Do things in a system is much harder than just point at 
them on stage, isn't it? 

Oh absolutely, we are much better at throwing stones outside then from inside.Being inside 
means to compromise, find common ground and we are not usually good and finding common 
ground. We are usually much better at pointing at the problems and finding smart people to 
figure out how to solve them. We have problems here for years. What is important that it 
doesn't have to be like this. First step is realizing that it doesn't have to be like this and 
second step is finding a solution. If there is nobody saying” it doesn't have to be like this then 
we just accept shit solution we have. It's joke that we don't have the answers but it's not our 
job to have the answers. Our job is to say” we need to change this” 




You achieved piassive following, your songs are on big labels, also on video games and 
you are in many activities. Is it a success that surpassed your wildest dreams and show 
you had an impact on people or you just became kind of punk institution like Green Day 
which is not exactly what you aimed at but can't step out,now? 

I wouldn't agree with massive following, but thank you anyway. We are nowhere near as big 
as Green Day but thank you for putting us into the same league as them.The success we have 
is very small,.but it is very dedicated in a small group of people.We have following in punk 
community with people who are looking for something else.Green Day have a chance to 
really make changes in the world on bigger level. 


PUNK LEGENDS GIVE 
FESTIVALS THE FINGER 
ANDSTARTTHEIROWN 


cl .1 Itc.nUu«■ |h*i' Icrm.iri< c fi« mi ihc 
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You are more honest than them. And to me punk rock is not or 50 000 people on 
massive stadium, it's club thing- 

I agree but wouldn't it be great if 65 000 would be saying that Donald Trump needs to go? 
Those ideas we fight for and we try to get out to the world, they are for everybody. We think 
they are g ood ideas, more people listen to them the better. 
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David Rodriguez- The Casualties 

Two days before Pod Parou fest 2017 I have learnt by accident that original singer Jorge has left the 
band and new singer David Rodriguez replaced him. So I sat and prepared questions in a hurry. I have 
met David on Friday and we hit it off straight away, he was nice, willing and approachable and on 
stage didn't stay still for a moment. I think if once Wattie decides to quit The Exploited for health 
reasons, David could step in as his younger brother to keep punk icons alive. 


The Casualties are big, Jorge was in the band for 27 years. How were you accepted by the fans on 
first gigs and were you nervous during first couple of shows? It will take some time before fans get 
used to you, won't it? 

I think me and Jorge have similar style and I wanna be me. I think that's what they want anyway. 
They want to be the same as they were before me, they want to have fun and I am gonna be David 
not a bad copy of Jorge. I don't know, he may return one day. And I think it would be just 
disrespectful for me to try to be him. Yes I was very nervous how fans will take me. As I said I have a 
big respect for the name The Casualties, for the Casualties army and for people booking them. I am 
not gonna come and say "Hey, I am David, I am The Casualties" After the first show, I went straight to 
merch stall and talked to people. Now I do it after every show, go to our stall and tell people " if you 
don't like me, tell me that I can live with that". I am not gonna treat people like stupid, you know. 
Good thing is, that lots of people know who the Krum Bums are, so they know who I am and that I 
have a respect and I am not coming as a key person of the band, but as a part of it. 
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Replacing Jorge at such notice wasn't probably a big fun, was it? Were you told how many songs 
you have to learn not to have to alter set list? Will you have to learn those from very first album? 

We all have been friends for 18 years, and I was familiar with the catalogue of their music so I only 
wanted to know what do they wanna play. I had maybe three weeks to get ready for this and they 
gave me a list of about twenty songs which I had learnt.__ m , , „ , . 


Does this mean you will leave your other bands Starving Wolves and Krum Bum or you will have to 
organize your schedule? How will your hierarchy stand now with playing in three bands? 

I will stay in Starving Wolves and The Casualties and I will work hard for both bands. We have the 
same booking agent so I mean to do both bands.That means that I take on responsibility on staying in 
both for 10 months in a year.l love every member of The Casualties the name of The Casualties and I 
will give them my respect 100% and same goes for everyone in Starving Wolves. And that is very 
importand to me that I will give them all I ha ve.Krub Bums are not playing anymore. 


How does it work, do you do it just for time being, knowing that you will be replaced anyway or 
you are permanent replacement so will learn all the stuff about the band and try to fix your 
position and win fans onto your side? 

I think, right now, we are having a good time together. And for me to say" I am a new singer" it's like 
saying "we are getting married tomorrow". You know, we might have great time on this tour but they 
may say "Hey, we like the way how you do it but we try to keep our options opened". So I honestly 
do n't kno w but right now we are having a great time so hope to continue on this. 

iSSsa « 


nr* 




























ft 


* 






You are from Austin in Texas, I know nothing about punk scene there. Could you tell me how big is 
it, which notable bands hail from there?Will you try to meagre into NY punk scene or you will leave 
the boys after the show to go to NY and you fly home? 

Well, drummer Meggers lives in Austin with me. So I think what I will do is I fly in to New York, stay a 
while with Jake and then go and live in Austin, because that is less expensive. So I will sort of travel 
back and forth. 



i 
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Austin scene is big and some big names come out of it like The Dicks, Big Boys, There is rich history 
scene from late 70's and early 80 s and it is known as music capital of the world.lt has very strong 
punk rock feel and look. 


of 
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“Tmirtnn makes the Casualties a weH-niioH 
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When and how did you get into punk and were you part of the scene before you stablished Krum 
Bum? 

I got into punk when I was about 12.Now I am closer to 39.1 had a neighbor who was a punk rocker 
and he showed me The Exploited records and I started playing music when I was 14 and since that 
time I have been very active on punk scene in Austin ever since. With Krum Bum we have played in 
Czech Republic with Mad Pigs. 

also feel It’S fOT the punt£.TOCR syvntr uctauac i iiau ucriuca nc-troiy ywoou vga . - ^ 

-iniKie emolt cnhciiitiice we reallv are all we. : iona or a thrash song!" 

Can you contribute with new songs which will be recorded on future album? - . ^ - 

Yes, I can. We write songs on the way and then have fun and sing words to others in the van I and 
enjoy it on the sound check. Let's say I am not singing on next record, it doesn't mean that if I write 

the song I have to sing it and I own it, I can give it to guys. 
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Now when Jorge has gone, did that anti -Casualties campaign seize? With current technology, it s 
very easy to label someone, and it's hard to get off that tag, isn t it ? 

I think there has been changing point for The Casualties and all I can say is that all is going very well 
at the moment. ' . 


The Casualties had a tour with The Exploited and when Wattie got ill, Jake and Jorge sung instead 
of him. If he retires would you like to sing for them cos you areas his look like? 

Yeah,I have been to Watties' house the other day and we spent drinking,talking and laughing about 
that. I would like to sing couple of songs with them but I don't think that will happen. 




What are your life principles you live according to? 

Major thing I care about is that I treat people the same way and with same respect as they treat me. 
If people have troubles and fall apart I will help them cos when I am in trouble, they would help me. I 
don't wanna to be in charge, I don't wanna be infront, I don'wanna be at the back, I wanna be part 
of that, be there with everyone. 

Thank you very much. Vitek Formanek 
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2)When you picked up a musician, did he have to like soccer or West Ham United or music skill was 
above that? Would you take great bass player or drummer even if he supported say Arsenal and 
Chelsea? 

The music skill come first but we would never have had an Arsenal or Chelsea fan in the band no 
matter how good he was as a musician . 

| THE REJECTS: "We're what people thought Sham were' 

•P^l 
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3)ls it truth you were a professional boxer? Do you still train or on stage boxing dance is all you do 
now?(When I saw you firstly on Antifest in 2005 and was on stage I was pretty fearful of you to be 
honest) 

I was a succesful amateur boxer who represented England. I still boxing training regularly 


C®s 


I have seen this legendry London band couple of times in Czech Republic and always had kind of 
respect and bit of a worry from Jeff Geggus. But at Mighty Sounds in 2015 he was nice and friendly 
and it kind of broke the ice and encouraged me so when I met him again at Pod Parou Festival 2017 I 
asked him for address which he duly gave me. I was relieved since it was one of the last remaining 
legendry big punk bands, who I haven't made interview with — 
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l)Were you soccer fans from school years and punk seemed to become a good voice for your 
feelings so you formed Cockney Rejects or you loved punk and didn't feel like writing political or 
anarcho lyrics so focused at soccer topic? 

We were football fans from very young, we felt that punk was more in common with the terraces 
than politics. 
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4)Your lyrics were about football hooliganism and fighting which sometimes transferred onto you 
gigs. Who were your fans, punk rockers or just West Ham supporters and rival fans used gig as 
fighting ground and didn't care about music? 

Our fans were a wild range of different people. Punks, casuals, skinheads and football fans . _ 


5)Do you think if it wasn't for the riots and football you would have been so well known and 
popular? Is it truth they you are the first using word Oi (Which I think means Hi isn't it) and giving 
name for whole genre? How does it feel to create something than went into history books? 

I think that we would have been well known just for our music . The riots and the football just gave 
us notoriety . Oi is just a saying it was never meant to create a movement or a genre, just happened 


The COCKNEY REJECTS have 
started a short tour to follow 
up their single, “Bad Mafc”^ 


COCKNEY REJECTS: I'm Not | 
A Fool (EMI) 

UK SUBS: She's Not Th$ro 
(Gem/RCA). Punk is not dead 
but tends to buckle at the 
knees when a band tike 
Cockney Rejects area allowed 
into the studio gratis one J. 
Pursey whose production of 
this horrible harangue 
displays just how enamoured 
the King Sham — and the 
Rejects — was/are with the 
| archetypal Pistols sound. 


JON THE REJECTS (GET 
YOURSELF HITS* Canning 
Town's own Cockney Rejects 
tie the knot with EMI this week 
we hear, putting out a new 
single '! Am Not A FooJ'/'East 
End' soon to be followed by 
album produced by Jimmy 


6)1 am not a sport or soccer fan at all. What is the point of going to football and fight with other 
people who want to watch the game or vandalize shops on the way and fight opposite 
fans.England was notorious for that. Did it seize or it's still the same? 

It was a typical English thing . It was about defending your territory . Did it all when I was young, 
would never do it now . _ 


Rejects enjoy the easy life 


Man' (EMI): I get the 

most of my writing 
acquaintances think the 


I Rejects are quite 
I abominable but would 
I rather avoid saying so in 
I print for fear of physical 
I reprisals. Whether the 
I heavier than thou' image is 

■ exaggerated or not, it'd be a 

■ shame if the band allowed 

■ themselves to get so carried 

■ away with it that it 

I destroyed them, which it 
I could, ultimately. Happily, 

I this single bursts forth with 
I a hook, dynamics and 
I speedo exuberance, hefpecf 
I along by J. Pursey's fingers 
I on the dials and some crisrs, 
I Pistol-like guitar riffing, and 
I not a hint of 
I unpleasantness. The new 
I Slade? But I'd Sketo 
request that Garry 
® us bwhacked (sleeve credit 
No. 10) stop playing the 
\entire preview tape of the 


• Small Wonder fhisvveekretssu«} 
the first single by North London 
outfit The Cockney Rejects, after fast 
month s first pressing of 5,000 sold 
out in two weeks. Titled 'Flares And 
Slippers', it has 'Police Car' and '5 
Wanna Be A Star' on the B-side. 


• The Cockney Rejects have their 
14-track 'Greatest Hits Volume II' 
album issued by Zonophone, with 
the initial pressings containing a 
fuff-colour live poster. Out the same 
day is their single We Are The Firm'. 


, ' TOUr " rst aiDum was caned The Greatest Hits vol I,pretty unusual name for FIRST album of new 
band. Are those songs still the core of the set list which you play today? Your other albums weren't 
as successful, did you spend your wit and it was hard to come with something new and catchy? 

Actually Greatest Hits volume 2 sold more than volume 1, most of our live set consists of our first 3 
albums 


COCKSY REJECTS, cult 70s Ui band, 
have reformed. They're working on an 
album which will feature reworkings 
of classic Rejects songs at Trinity 
Heights Studios in Newcastle. 
























Wednesday 12th March 

BAD MANNERS 

+ Mobster 

Thursday 13th March £1 

THE EXPRESSOS 

+ Thieves Uke Us 
Friday 14th Saturday 15th March 

THE VIBRATORS 

+ Friends 

! Monday 17th March El .50 ] 

COCKNEY REJECTS 

+ Kids Next Door 

Tuesday 18th March £t 

LONESOME NO MORE 

+ The A.P.B'* 

Wednesday 19th March Cl 

THE DONKEYS 

+ Malfunction 

Random OJs Jkw tung and John HsHam 


JOIN THE REJECTS 
Cockney Rejects 

Subtitled The 
Zonophone Years 
1979 -1981 this triple 
set chronicles just 
over two prolific years 
of the Oi! movement’s 
brand leaders. Their 
first three immodestly 
named “Greatest 
Hits” albums are 
here together with 
the more mainstream 

rock of The Power and The Glory. Rarities too, 
John Peel sessions and their West Ham chants. 
Zonophone/EMI Rhino/Sony 


8)1 am not sure but have a notion you split up in mid90's.Did you have a lean spell when you 

weren't active, people didn't go to your gigs and didn't buy records and if so what made you start 
again? 

By 1990 w e had enough of it, took nine years out and just got the itch again 

- ~~~ % . . mi mi.. 
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♦ New rude kids of punk. The Cockney Reject,, who are 
apparently arranging 'gigs' with The Angelic Upstarts 

fo l not ^Ming), are quoted as saying 

v^1ik^in b ^ a R e ^ J l,e Wh °!f thin9 ' s S° ne back to what ft 9 ' 
,n 75 .‘ Bu * rt s started again in the East End, the 

I 'Fit™ a ^Tr 9 baC c ‘ Their current release, the scathing 

Flares And Slippers EP, is rapidly overtaking the charts ^Wr. 

arewhat people thought SkZ JU." decla^s^t ^ 

I u " w,Sely '. juStfourEast Enders.Youwon't 
I find another band as real as us or who mean it like us " In later 
| years their gigs will also be disrupted by fans 


ITS OFFICIAL AND for once 
the rumour mongers got It 
right. The Cockney Rejects, 
street punk legends of old, 
are back in business! 

ysKr 




9)With you being boxers and fighting with 

nephew of Cockney gangster, didn't it label you as ''hard'^^^ 
true fans from following you? band wh, c h prevented some ordinary 

That could possibly be true . ■ M rmn r- ... V ' 




I T re an0ther b ” do^ 

y asted for a few months, thm mh 


The Finn (EMI) 
THE CRAVATS 


THE CRAVATS: Precinct 
(SmaH Wonder). And the 
°n-The Rejects 
ugly glorificstion of terrace 


it didn't provide a rallying call 
forme Bash Street Kids. The 

shop^g.^ft^er * pent 

enlightenment go see George 


EASTEND 
RACKETEERING 


Romero's Zombies. 


10) Although I have a respect to you, I found you as nice and friendly bloke. What are your live 
principles you live according to? 

I am a nice and friendly man, my principles are like any other decent persons. Be polite, have good 
manners and be respectful to people . 
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ll)lf West Ham would be playing top Europan Cup Final and at same time you would have an offer 
of well paid headline gig on festival, what would be your choice? 

West Ham playing a Euro Final. ^ 


12)Please tell me about film East End Babylon which I haven't seen.What is it about and whose 
idea was it? 

Is about the history of Cockney Rejects and the place where we were born . Was my brother's idea 
Thank you very much 
Vitek Formanek 


founding fathers of Oi! music 
(their Greatest Hits Vol 2 
album even boasts the track, 
Oi! Oi! OH, and Stinky 
Turner's constant use ofthe 
word was enough H 7* 


EAST END BABYLON 

(Cadiz) 

East End herberts back on the 

streets again! 

oooo 

Mick and Jeff 'Stinky 1 Turner 
earned their place in punk 
history with a brace of classic 
football-inspired punk singles 
like 'Bad Man' and their 
'Greatest Hits' albums before 
going metal, losing the plot and 
being banned from every venue 
in the UK, as their football wars 
I erupted at gigs up and down 
the country. But you cant keep 
a good Canning Town band 
down and now, alongside the 
'East End Babylon’ 
documentary, this first new 
album in five years marks their 
return and its ten tracks of 
classic Rejects punk rock, from 
anthemic opener 'Your Country 
Needs You' to the poppier 
iMotorhead 'Grasses N' Snides'. 
|The Rejects come back fighting 
| Eugene Butcher 


For fans one of the great side products of East End Babylon is that the brothers met up with Vince 
Riordan for the first time in twenty years. 

“We met up with him at the Army & Navy pub in Plaistow,” says Jeff. “It was like we’d only been 
apart for a week. I think blokes are like that. 

in touch. With Vince the connection was there again 


“Your mates are your mates even if you’re not 
to the extent that we just picked up where we’d left off, 
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ANA RCHIST CHICAGO COLLECTIVE Vol 1 & 5 A5: 

It's been quite a while since I received any DIY fanzines solely based on the 
subject of 'anarchy' and 'direct-action'. Well this zine is a gooder start as any, 
as the editor writes thought-provoking articles, essays on all things anarcho 
related with help from fellow anarcho mates. Chicago ABC zine distro also get a 
mention, as these zines came out a few years ago. I don't know if the printed 
version still exists or not. I imagine it will be online now. Thanx to Marc Hood 
for sendinq me these zines. 

Contact: NW Chicago ABC Distro, PO Box 154, Fox River Grove, IL 60021 USA or South 
Chicago ABC Zine Distro, PO Box 721, Ho mewood, IL 60430, USA. 


NAILING DESCARTES TO THE WALL: Animal Rights, Vegani sm & Punk Culture 

by Len Tilburger and Chris P Kale - A5 £1: 

I can't remember who gave me a copy of this zine booklet, but veganism being quite 
prolific lately, there's no better start/introduction to the subject than this. 
Authors Len and Chris tackle the impact of veganism and animal rights on the DIY 
anarcho punk scene. Though a lot of veteran anarcho punksters will be familiar with 
a lot of the issues written about in the zine. All the same, it s quite a 
fascinating read, 
www.activedistribution.org 

■aihn:«7iaiM:«iain«iv.iJ>aHa —3; .ITT ' i """j HL-k^SI 

ENZK #11 - A4 £1: 

Even though this DIY punk zine's been going for a fair few years, #11, is the first. 
issue I have read, thanx to Gaz of Suspect Device, who sent me a copy for review. 
ENZK is based in Dundee, Scotland and put together by editor Graham. It's packed 
with lengthy, in-depth interviews featuring; BRATAKUS, GOODBYE BLUE MONDAY, GET IT 
TOGETHER and GAY PANIC DEFENCE. Well worth checking out. 

Contact: Graham, ENZK zine, 93 Craigard Road, Dundee, DD2 4PU, Scotland. 
Condition21@hotmail.com 







DECONTROL #2 & #3 - A4 £1: 

My old mate, Watford-Gary Crowe has finally gone and done it - producing his very 
own DIY punk zine. Some readers will be familiar with his past gig reviews/reports 
in 4MW back issues. Well DECONTROL continues in that same vein, with funny and 
somewhat entertaining gig reviews from the North of Watford, with some highly 
arousing anecdotes about his Welsh mate Dai Lama who recently got offered not one, 
but three jobs, almost taking his freedom away. There's also a report on Gary's old 
band, URBAN CHAOS re-forming for a one-off with highly politico RED (Religion 
Equals Decay) backing him on "New World Order" etc (last time that song was playing, 
3 riot took plate in North London 2010). As I'm writing these reviews, I m informed 
a new issue of DECONTROL will be out soon. 

Contact: Gary Crowe, Decontrol Zine, 53 Oxford Street, Watford, WD18 OES. 


- . (W ! 

HEADWINDS #3 - A5 £1: 

This is one of the newer zines to crop up on the DIY punk scene and a welcome 
addition. More printed format zines, the better, in my opinion. The previous two 
issues of Headwind were A4, now, for issue#3, editor Mike has down-sized to A5, 
possibly because of rising printing costs. But that's no bad thing, cos there's an 
excellent article/tribute to the original STRANGLERS drummer Jet Black who recently 
turned 80!, which makes him 3 years younger than my mum. And yes, he's even older 
than Charlie Harper. Shock! There's also interviews with German Melodic punk outfit 
THE BLANKETS and Abeji OF Babel Distro/Small Man zine and TROPHY JUMP, plus a 
report on French Atlantic Coast Festival de la Motte, plus a brand new punk podcast 
section and some good cartoons, which Mike does himself, showing his artistic 
talents. 

Contact: Mike Headwinds Zine, 10 Abbeyfield Close, Stockport, SK3 8 EH. 
headwindszine@gmailzine 



SMSis 

FAILSAFE - A4 £2: 

It's been quite a while since I last read a copy FAILSAFE. Yes, its still glossy 
and must cost editor Dave a small fortune money wise when getting it printed, but 
with no sign of his passion for all things punk rock related. This zine is a credit 
to his good self, especially the interviews with CONFLICT USA, THE VIOLATERS and 
SADISTIC SLOBS - which are all in depth, with well thought out questions wise. 
Contact: David Belper - Failsafe Zine, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 2BE. 
failsafezine@yahoo.com 
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ISSUEPUNKZINE #95-#99 - A4 £1: 

One of the most pro-active people in the DIY zine scene has got to be Neil Duncan, 
he not only plays guitar in GEEZAPUNX, but also this zine on a very regular basis - 
0 ^ 0 ]^^ two months • I cion' t know how he finds the time to do so much in so little 
time, but he does and gets my seal of approval. I always enjoy reading the gig and 
festival reports he does with such enthusiasm, plus band-gossip as well as captive 
photos which tell their own story in coloured pictures. Each issue also features an 
in depth band interview, ie: (95) FIGHT ROSA FIGHT, (96) HACKJOB, (97) TAPE IT SHUT, 
(98) REVENGE OF THE PSYCHOTRONIC MAN (farewell one!!) and (99) SORE TEETH. In the 
latest issue, Neil reveals that GEEZAPUNX are looking for a new vocalist to front 
the band - hopefully it won't be long before the DIY punksters are up and running 
once more. 

Contact: Neil Duncan, 25 Sarum Hill, Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 8SS. 
issuepunkzine@hotmail.co.uk - facebook.com/issuepunkzine 









ISSUEPUNKZINE #100 - A4 £2: 

Hot off the printing press is the 100 th issue of this DIY zine by editor Neil 
Duncan. I bet that back in in 77 when he, his brothers and mates talked about 
putting together their very own zine - though the first ISSUE saw the light of day 
in '79, it would still be going 40 years on. As well as Neil's regular in-depth 
scene reports with piccies, there's also contributions from other people his 
brother, Rob Stone of Positive Creed zine, plus an interview with TRACK NOT FOUND, 
which makes for another entertaining read. 

Contact:issuepunkzine@hotmail.co.uk 




POSITIVE CREED #34 - A4 £2: 

Its good to see editor Rob Stone, still doing a printed version of this DIY punk 
He's now up to a whopping 34, number—wise and there s no sign of him giving 
it up for a social-media webzine and more power to him. There's some good 
interviews in this issue, with GIMP FIST (who I thought had split up), PIZZATRAMP 
(ever popular), FIRST WORLD PROS, WARWOUND (who now feature Rat Varuker on vocals), 
and THE DOMESTICS, plus bang up to date,'whats going on' section, bad jokes (we all 
know plenty of them, especially the corny ones), and MOTORHEAD's 1983 album, 
"Another Perfect Day2 - gets a once over from Rob's perspective. 

Contact: Rob Stone, Positive Creed zine, PO Box 777, Exeter, EX1 9TU. 
positivecreed@gmail.com 


SUSPECT DEVICE #60 - A4 £1 + stamps to cover p&p: 

Yes, the boys Gaz and Tony are back in town or should that be the South Coast, not 
with one, but two issues of this legendary, veteran punk zine. Both now in their 
mid-50's, but show no sign of growing up, (only joking!) or getting bored with all 
things punk related. Each issue there's always new bands to interview, including 
RITES, BARATAKUS, WORST WITCH, BRAIN ANGUISH, LEFT FOR DEAD, THE DOMESTICS and 
GUILT POLICE all taking centre stage in #60. Whilst in #61, NATTERERS, TRAPIST, 
ROTTEN FOXES and BLITZ T-shirt merchandise which original bassist Mackie designs 
and sell on, http://blitzmerch.bigcartel.com. So buy Blitz merch off him and not 
some dodgy third-rate bootlegger. Both issues also contains regular, entertaining 
columns by Gaz, Tony and their mates. Now you can also read their interview in 
4MW#18 and find out a little more about what makes the pair of them tick. 

Contact: Suspect Device Zine, Hermes, Farm Barn, Frooge Lane, Coltishall, Norfolk, 
NR12 7JU. Suspectdevicehq.blogspot.co.uk/email:suspectdevicehq@hotmail.com 
Podcast: teaand records.blogspot.co.uk 


SUSPECT DEVICE #61 - A5: 

A mini version of Suspect Device has just popped through my letter box. Blimey, Gaz, 
Tony ever stop with their yearly annual round up of 2018, best of album, singles 
and gig lists by various contributors as well as themselves. As you scan through 
the lists, you may find an album, EP or band to check out gig-wise. Top Stuff. 


FUCK PEACEVILLE 
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Birr or sick on the bus 


(3) Your music is very fast and aggressive. Does it emphasize your anger at things 
you sing about, or do you just like music with balls? 

(Brian) We just write songs for ourselves. If somebody else likes them - great. 
(Biff) We don't write songs for the audience. We don't think, 'Oh, this is the 
song they make like.' We just write for ourselves, completely. That's exactly what 
we wanna hear, we just write for each other, we play what we like. 


SICK ON THE BUS are a great band that play dirty rock'n'roll punk with attithde. 
They don't play gigs or record very often these days, but they are willing to play 
anywhere. Their frontman is Biff, who also plays guitar with the VARUKERS, shared 
his views along with bassist Brian. 


(1) Please tell me something about the history of SICK ON BUS, who established the 
band, was it just a side project to the VARUKERS or did you start the band 
afterwards? 

(Biff) The VARUKERS kind of had a break and I wanted to play punk rock, you know 
what I mean. So in the end of 1990, I got this idea for the band playing just 
dirty rock'n'roll. Then I heard the name at work, on the building site when the 
guy was saying to his son, "Why do you put the bands stickers on the bus, fuck off 
they are shit?" So I said, "I want that name." Then I got Brian and we got the 
idea of playing and putting the band together. We just wanted to play dirty 
rock'n'roll, dirty punk, that kind of shit. 


(2) What is your social background, are you leftish or rightish? 

(Biff) I am neither left, nor right. We are sick of peoples politics, they don't 
know who they are. I don't like fucking nazi's, I don't like any extremes, I don't 
like any fucking vegan nazi's. I don't like anyone trying to stop someone doing 
something else. As I said earlier, I don't like political people, they are 
watching every single word you say and then they jump on you and say, "You are a 
fucking fascist or you are a fucking blah blah!" I work and I print T-shirts for 
other bands to pay my rent. Brian is a welder. 


Hu Wott Cunt In r\ luu Wstt Wort. 


SICK ON thP HJS GO tO hHL 
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(4) You had a record "Set fire on Authority", do you still class yourselves as a 
political band? What kind of system do you think would work? I don't think there 
is a system that would be fair to everyone? 

(Biff) No, we are not a political band. This album, "Set Fire on Authority" is 
just a bit of a laugh. It's more about fucking attitude, rather than a kind of 
political agenda. It's just a laugh, do something ridiculous. We don't tell people 
exactly, "Go and set fire on somebody". I mean, if somebody set fire on 
politicians - fucking great, yeah!! As for systems, I don't think there is any 
that could work because everybody is different. I mean, what some people want, I 
don't fucking want. I could never live in squats, my friends can. I am too privy. 

I like my own space, I need to be on my own, I am not that much into community. I 
work hard to get what I have got and I don't want to give it to someone who does 
fuck all. I don't like people ho just sit and cry and say, "I want this and I want 
that!" If they are pathetic and want to stay in the gutter, you stay there, if not, 
get out and fucking do something about it and get what you fucking want. I don't 
think anybody should own anything, if you want something, get it. If you wanna 
steal, steal from the fucking rich, don't steal from the likes of us cos we've got 
fuck all. Rob the fucking rich, rob the fucking system. Don't rob from each other. 


DON'T Cf\RE 
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MUSIC FOR LOSERS 


(5) You said you print T-shirts - does this mean you work for a company or you 
work for yourself? 


(Biff) No, I print T-shirts for the bands, it's my own thing. Me and my wife have 
a one bedroom flat in London, so I print T-shirts in the bedroom. 


F IT AINT BROKE... BREAK IT! 
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(6) How much do you care about life around you, some serious issues. Britain and 
other state seem to be in deep economic shit. Where do you think we are all 
heading? 

(Biff) We are all heading to hell. I mean people are fucked. They are fucking 
greedy. Everybody is looking what others have got. Many years ago I used to kind 
of care but now I try to care about myself. No one else will take care about me. 
When you try to care about other people they just take advantage. More you do for 
them, the more they let you down. It's fucking dog world. Communism didn't fucking 
work. Capitalism is treading on you. 


(Brian) We just care about our friends. 
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(7) What are the life principles you live according to? 

(Biff) I just believe in myself. Be nice and decent to your friends. Don't fuck 
people over. You know with Brian, we have been friends for 20-30 years and we 
still have the same friends because we never fuck each other over. I can reply on 
these people and they can rely on me. No matter what is going on around us, no 
matter how fucking crazy this fucking world is, we will still stick together. We, 
in SICK ON THE BUS, have the same line up. We are just a bunch of fucking mates, 
we don't care if anybody likes us or not, we do what we like. If I write a song, 
Brian likes it, okay, let's fucking play it. 


GO TO HELL Released in October 2002 on Deck Cheese Records 

LINE UP BIFF LEAD GUITAR / VOCALS TONY RHYTHM GUITAR BRIAN BASS WAG DRUMS 

This album was started m October 2001 but a mix up over studio dates meant that itdidrYt get finished till summer-.00_ 

but it still took only a few days to lecord recorded and mixed at Premier Studios in Corby, 

engineered by lain Wetherell (tracks 1-12) lyrics Smith, music Smith Ansell Evans Wagstaff 


(8) What were you doing in 1976? Have you been influenced by the SEX PISTOLS or 
did you get hooked on the second ave, such as EXPLOITED? 

(Biff) SEX PISTOLS - I used to stick their posters around my house. I was 11 or 12 
at that time. I read about the SEX PISTOLS as a paper boy. I thought I am gonna be 
a biker when I grow up. I couldn't imagine what the PISTOLS sounded like, I 
listened to DEEP PURPLE then, but again, I read about the STRANGLERS and the 
PISTOLS and I used my imagination. I think the PISTOLS did the best album ever. 
It's not preaching, they just ask some questions. 


tony: guitar 


www sickonthebus.com 
www. facebook. com/SickOn TheBus 




brian: bass 


skum: drums 
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biff: guitar & vocals 






(9) Punk is about being yourself, create something. Why isn't it liked by the vast 
majority of the public who would rather listen to mainstream which is only about 
making money? 



nd 



(Biff) There are so many thick people who have no imagination, they have nothing. 
Mainstream people just read the fucking Sun, watch Eastenders or X-factor, it's 
not their fault, they are just fucking stupid. They are fucking idiots. That's why 
you can't ever change the world. There are 99% of stupid idiots and 1% can't 
change it, so we just want to have fun and enjoy what we do. You know, no matter 
what it is, they follow it, they need to. Some people join the army because they 
want to protect their homeland, some people join the army because they wanna be 
told what to do, what to eat, what clothes they should fucking wear. People love 
prison because everything is done for them. I do what I want, maybe it is not that 
much different but I said to myself that I want to do this and that and I decided 
to do this or that, no-one forced me. 
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ACTIVE MINDS - The Age of Mass Distraction LP - (Loony Tunes): 

The title of this album couldn't be more appropriate in the modern times of social 
media overdose. Yes, it's everywhere ruling most peoples lives. Lost of which can't 
eat, shit, piss and communicate without the ultra-trendy, 'must-have', smart-phones. 
Yorkshires DIY punk legends, Active Minds have got it spot on and summed up 
everything wrong with todays world on their latest studio album, playing their 
brand of loud and fast hardcore punk songs, which gets a massive thumbs up from me. 
Tracks include: "Complete & Utter indifference", "Climate Sceptics", "Corporate 
Dream", "The Midas Touch" and "I don't want to follow you on Twitter". 
www.loonytunesrecord.co.uk and Active Minds.bandcamp.com 


ANTI SECT - The Rising of the Lights CDR: 

I was really looking forward to hearing new material by these anarcho-crust-punk 
veterans, but sadly I'm disappointed with this release. Most songs showcased here 
are mainly metal with industrial influences. There's no throw-backs to the bands 
early anarcho-punk leanings. Bands like KILLING JOKE and AMEBIX do this stuff much 
better. They could have so easily released these recordings under another name, 
more metal based, but I suppose that's part of the in-joke, cos anything bought out 
with the ANTISECT name on will sell. 

Tracks include: "Spirit Level", "Welcome to the, (New Dark Age)", "Black", 

"Something to Hate" and "Scared to Die". 

THE CASUALTIES - Written in Blood CD - (Cleopatra): 

It's a long time since I heard anything by these legendary New York street 
punksters. I was determined to pick up a copy of their latest studio album, 
did before the band's gig at the Waterloo Music Bar off new frontman David 
Rodrigues for £12. From the first listening the band's sound has well matured from 
their early years and frontman David has added another dimension to their punk as 
fuck 8 studs and spikes style. They take no prisoners as their rampage through 15 
rip-roaring, jagged-edged tracks and are rightly top of the street punk league and 
can give old timers like THE EXPLOITED a good run for their money. 

Tracks include: "1312", "Fucking Hate You", "Ashes of my Enemies", "Demolition", 
"Feed off Fear", "Ya Basta", "All Out War", "So Much Hate" and "Borders", 
www.cleopatrarecords.com 

i _l.I RQ 

THE COMMITTED — Bruised, but not Broken — (Grow Your Own) : 

Now this is more like it. What ANTISECT lack, the COMMITTED have more than made up 
with their socio-politico and angry as fuck modern take on anarcho-punk with songs 
about injustice, corruption and brutality faced everyday in a world rules by the 
Nanny State and over-the-top Neo-Liberal brigade. I don't know how long this ban 
have been going, but they're well worth keeping an eye on. I hope to hear more from 
y y --- BURNT CROSS or SURGERY 
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them in the near future. If you like ACTIVE SLAUGHTER, 

WITHOUT PLASTIC and SLUG, then this band will be right up your street. 

Tracks include: "Be Afraid", "Law & Order", "We're all Terrorists", "Dictated Life 
"Pride & Shame" and "Future Shocks". 

Facebook. com/committedpunk thecommitted^.bandcamp.com 

THF DAMNED - Evil Spirts CD - (Spinefarm Records): 

Bloody hell, its been a good few years since I last heard any new material by punk 
godfathers, THE DAMNED. I used to loved this band in the late 70's and80's, 
especially their "Machine-gun etiquette" and "Black" albums.So it's good to hear 
they have decided to record a studio album containing new material. At first I was 
a bit apprehensive, but with former bassist, Paul Gray returning to the ranks after 
a battle with cancer and ongoing hearing issues, THE DAMNED seemed to be back on 
form. It's not a punky album, more early Goth/post-punk with psychedelic leanings, 
think, "Black" album and "Strawberries" and you've got it in one. Dave 'Drac 
Vanians' voice has aged and matured well, unlike some of his peers from the s 
punk generation who can no longer hit certain notes in their vocal range. Captain 
Sensible's vocal harmonies also compliment Vanian lead vocals as well. I always 
thought the Captains guitar-work was under-rated in the heyday of post-punk. 

Tracks include: "Standing on the Edge of Tomorrow", "Devil in Disguise 
Evocation", "Sonar Deceit", "Daily Liar" and "I don't care". 
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THE DESTRUCTORS - Punk Opera LP - (Rowdy Farrago): 

I'd already reviewed this album in 4MW#17, but hey, who can say no to a nice black 
vinyl version of "punk Opera"? Not me. It's good to see bands releasing stuff on 
record once more, instead of just CD (which I hear is now down in the pecking order 
and on the way out) or spotify/bandcamp. An album with a large inner-sleeve, lyrics 
and designed front cover is so much better. THE DESTRUCTORS "Punk Opera" is one 
album worth having in your vinyl collection, especially if you are trying to 
rebuild it. Surprisingly, I still have most of my records including early 80's 
DESTRUCTORS releases. 

Tracks include: "In the Start", "I'm a Punk", "We are the Punks", "Gob". "Saturday 
Punks" and "Punks and Teds" 

www.facebook.com/destructorsuk www.destrutors.co.uk/merchandise 




STIFF LITTT-P- FINGERS - Original Album Series 5 CD's - (Parlophone) : 

Having recently seen XSLF's live at the Waterloo Music Bar, I thought I might 

purchase this five CD boxset from HMV for £10.99. Not bad really, considering other 
punk boxsets were selling for £24.99. I kid you not! The CD's contained here are 
all the first four studio albums and a live one. "Inflammable Material" and 
"Nobodies Heroes" are still classics from the late 70's, whilst "Hanx" is a 
compilation featuring live tracks from various gig's in 1980 when the SLF's were at 
their peak, the latter two studio albums, "Go for it" and "Now then", show the band 
mellowing with age before splitting in late 1982, the first time around, before 
reforming in the 80's and still going strong in the noughties in not one, but two 
versions of the band, SLF and XSLF (who I will be seeing live again at the Waterloo 
in early 2019). By the way, I still have the original vinyl version of, "Nobody's 
Heroes" LP with inner sleeve, though it's a bit scratched with age. 

Tracks include: "Suspect Device", "Wasted Life", "Johnny was", "White Noise", "Law 
& Order", "Alternative Ulster", "Fly the Flag", "Tin Soldiers", "At the Edge and 
"Wait and See". 

—tt-—■ w-: _ _ 

SIOUXSIE AND THE BANSHEES - The Scream (pic disc) - (Polydor/ 

Universal) : ___ , , , 

Wow - this is well cool. A double thick picture disc of the BANSHEES debut album, 
"The Scream". I have my mate, Mel Hurdman to thank for sending me a copy o t is 
very limited edition release. Yes, I still have two vinyl versions of this post¬ 
punk classic, though they are scratched to buggery now. Giving the picture disc a 
spin on my hi-fi' brings back fond memories from my youth. THE BANSHEES were very 
under-rated. The Sioux, Severn, McKay and Morris early line-up was tops. For a band 
who claimed they couldn't read music or play their instruments too well, they 
certainly made up for it using their imaginations and invented post-punk/hammer 
horror eerie guitar sounds. It's just a shame this album is overlooked and never 
appears in the all time top 100 albums. I'm mystified by that. 

Tracks include: "Jigsaw Feeling", "Metal Postcard", "Mirage", Switch , Helter 
Skelter" and "Suburban Relapse" 




SIOUXSIE AND THE BANSHEES - JuJu LP (re-issue) - (Un iversal): 

Yet another re-issue from the BANSHEE back-catalogue. The band's highly influential 
fifth album gets the special treatment, though this time, not on pic disc, but 
snazzy gold vinyl. Yes, it's very limited and Mel tells me that this is now selling 
on ebay for a whopping £50. So we were lucky to get copies before they all sold out. 
"JuJu" was a complimentary sequel to "The Scream" and a timeless classic, whic was 
released during the new romantics peak back in June '81. Unlike the previous album 
"Kaleidoscope", there's not a synth or keyboard in sight as John 'Wizard' McGeoch s 
guitar takes centre stage with Budge's tribal drumming which added another 
dimension to the Sioux/Severin songwriting relationship. Plus Siouxsies haunting 
Voodoo-like vocals, which keeps us listening, enchanted. Whilst Steven, (don t 
call him Steve these days) Severin, highnoted bass-playing captures the BANSHEES 
at their most spookiest. 

Tracks include: "Spellbound", "Into the Light", "Arabian Nights , Halloween , 
"Monitor" (CCTV song prophesized!!) "Night Shift", "Headcut", "Sin in my Heart an 
Voodoo Dolly". 
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POTENTIAL VICTIMS - Bite the Hand that Feeds You Shit CD: 

I have been trying to get hold of a copy of this CD for sometime, but previously 
had no luck as it sold like gold dust at all the gigs Rochdale's POTENTIAL VICTIMS 
played at the Waterloo Music Bar. Thankfully I managed to pick up a copy of this 
album at the Anarchy Festival from frontman Spider, himself. As you can imagine, I 
was well chuffed cos I really like this band. They mix UK82 style punk with an 
equally heavy MOTORHEAD influence. I'm already familiar with most of their songs, 
cos I have heard them played live numerous times. Yes, they sound just as good on 
this CD - top stuff! 

Tracks include: "Punk Rock Police", "Revolution" (personally fave), "Hate Crime", 
"Weekend Warrior", "Control Freak" and "Smack City", 
www.facebook.com/potentialvictims 


THE VARUKERS - Damned and Defiant CD: 

It's been a fair few years since these guys released a proper studio album. We know 
Rat's been quite active until fairly recently with DISCHARGE and the reformation of 
WARWOUND and guitar side-kick Biff, (also fronts, SICK ON THE BUS). So it's good to 
see them both back with the VARUKERS, kicking butts with their new songs in the 
familiar D-beat/UK82 punk style, we come to expect. Both are now in their 50's but 
show no sign of mellowing with age or slowing down. In fact, they've seem to pick 
up speed and gotten angrier. When I saw them live recently, show-casing a number of 
songs from this album, the intensity and aggression and brutal thrashes and Rat¬ 
like venomous vocals still sounded quite impressive. 

Tracks include: "Bullets and Bombs", "Allegiance to None", "Project Fear", "Put the 
World to Rights", "Systematic Slaughter", "Sods Law" and "Another Cease Fire 
Fails." 

www.facebook.com/thevarukers 
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THE VIBRATORS — The Best of. CD — (Anagxani) • 

I know there's been a few VIBRATORS compilations knocking about over the last 
couple of decades, but I only purchased my first ever 'best of' CD at the Anarchy 
Festival, which featured one version of the band playing (without a single original 
member. True!!) Looking back now, into the band's past, whilst listening to this 
compilation of singles and most popular tracks, I began to realise how catchy, up¬ 
tempo and sometimes how dark some of the songs could be. Personally I prefer their 
mostly punky period, to later, rockier leanings. Thankfully there's not many of 
their songs from that period on show here. Back to basics is when Knox and co are 
at their best. 

Tracks include: "Automatic lover", "Whips and furs", "Baby, baby", "Disco in 
Moscow", "London Girls", "Judy says", "Amphetamine Blue" and "Troops of Tomorrow" - 
a personal fave. www.cherryred.co.uk 

UK SUBS - Subversions CD - (Cleopatra): 

Just when I thought the SUBS had completed their series of A-to-Z studio albums, 
out pops yet another one. Only this time it contains a number of cover-versions, 
given the full SUBS treatment and Charlie, Alvin and co don't disappoint. They know 
their musical history and pick some classic songs to play and add another dimension 
to. Including, SLAUGHTER AND THE DOGS, THE SAINTS, THE STOOGES, DAVID BOWIE, MC5 
and MOTORHEAD, which works well. The extra bonus for me, was getting Alvin Gibbs to 
sign my CD copy - top guys. 

Tracks include: "Kick out the James2, "Boston Babies", "This Perfect Day", "Bomber" 

"Road Runner", "1969" and "Suffragette City". 

www.cleopatrarecords.com www.facebook.co,/uksubs 
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WARWOUND - Burning the blindfold of Bigots CDR: 

For those of you who don't know mush about this bands history. well they formed in 

the early 80's and were part of the Midlands hardcore punk scene. Surprisingly, 
they never released anything on vinyl, but some of the band went on to join the 
VARUKERS and play on their "Another Religion, Another War" EP. The heavy hardcore 
punk metal influence you can now hear on their debut album with the band reforming 
with Rat Varuker on vocals, (it's gone full circle!) D-best thrashes are quite 
relentless. There's no letting up as WARWOUND declare all out war on the capitalist 
warmongering parasites. 

Tracks include: "World Gone Crazy", "Attempt to save face", "Scene Bullshit Dot 
Com", "Who's Fooling Who" and "The World We Deserve", 
www.facebook.com/warwound 
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WHO KILLED NANCY JOHNSON? - CD: 

To be honest, I.haven't gotta clue who Nancy Johnson was? Maybe 4MW readers can 
help me? Anyway, thanx to Watford Gary Crowe for sending me a copy of this CD. I 
know he had seen them live recently and said they were quite good. WKNJ play 
melodic punk with a modern feel and remind me of HUSKER DU and even LITTERBUG in 
places. Not bad on first listen. I wouldn't mind hearing more by this lot. I just 
can't remember Nancy Johnson murder being featured on any of those real life crime 
forensic programmes. 

Tracks include; "Alien", "Cops & Robbers", "Dark Horse", "Buzz", "Stay Out Late" 
"Human Resources" and "Mouth'n'trousers2. 
www.facebook/whokillednancyj ohnson? 
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(Various)TOPPLERS - Free See Dee Three CD - (Topplers Records): 

This CD is a compilation featuring bands and artists from Scotland's DIY punk, 
post-punk and avant-garde past. It starts in 1977 and goes right up until 2008.‘ 
Though I've never come across Topplers Records before, it has released material for 
a fair few decades now. Bands and artists include; ICON, THE TOPPLERS, JOWEHEAD & 
THE PHONES, STEVE TREATMENT, THE CULT FIGURES, NYAH FEARTIES (I think a member of 
FRANZ FERDINAND could be on this song!) THE BLAZING CORKS, THRILLED SKINNY and 
NIKKI SUDDEN (ex SWELL MAPS). 
www.topplers.net info@topplers.net 
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VARIOUS DAMAGED GOODS CD - (Damaged Goods) : 

Got this compilation celebrating twenty years of indie label 'Damaged Goods@ free 
with 'Viva Le Rock Magazine'. There's a good collection of bands and a variety of 
musical style on show here from past to present, including; CYANIDE PILLS, CTMF, 
SLIME, CASE, (Remember from the early 80's?), JOHNNY MOPED, THREE HEADCOATS, THE 
SHADRACKS and HELEN LOVE. But disappointingly, no AMYL & THE SNIFFERS? Shame!! I 
was looking forward to hearing a track from them, 
www.damagedgoods.co.uk 
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SMASH IT UP? A Decade of Chaos with the Damned by Kie ron Tylor 

(Omnibus Press): ~ ‘ - 

I know in recent years, there's been two DAMNED autobiographies knocking about7but 
this one is the official one by Kieron Tylor. It's like a sequel and fills in the 
gaps from the previous DAMNED biography, "Light at the end of the tunnel", which 
was also posted by Omnibus Press back in late '87. I still have my copy. The latest 
ook comes in hardback and features all past and present DAMNED MEMBERS talking 
about their adventures, mostly anarchic, chaotic antics, thanx to chief instigators 
Captain Sensible and Rat Scabies. Though teenage bassist, Algy Ward did join in and 
cause utter mayhem on their USA 79 tour. Though one fact that comes to light in 
this book is Brian James surname is really Robertson and chose to change his 
surname cos of the THIN LIZZY guitarist having the same name. There's also an 
unlikely liaison/one night stand between Rat Scabies and Joan Jett on the bands 
irst USA tour back in early '77, which Joan Jett denied in a letter to a music 
weekly mag. Of course, curse of the DAMNED is never far away and continued to 
piague the band all the way through their career. The sad fallouts between Captain 
Sensible and Rat Scabies (and Dave Vanian) are discussed in detail. Rat at one time 
wanted fifty grand from Sensible and Vanian for the band name and they both refused 
to pay up. Once I picked up this book, I couldn't put it down. Thanx to Watford 
Gary_for_sending it to me. Top stuff!! www.omnibuspress.com 


pur,k^hifrocords hotmail.com 
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CHRISSY HYNDE - Reckless (Ebury Press): 

This is the official biography by Chrissy Hynde and she's not scared to speak her 
mind on all manner of subjects. To say she's done it all, would be an 
understatement because she was involved in a biker gang, wrote for the NME before 
becoming a musician, went out with Nick Kent, was also involved in the early punk 
scene. Played briefly with a band which became THE DAMNED, also joined the brief 
highly controversial MOORS MURDERERS which Steve Strange formed in early '77 and 
being American, confessed she knew nothing about the horrific child-murders, unlike 
Steve, which some of her biggest critics might say she was quite naive. She gave 
Mick Jones of the CLASH a short hairstyle after chopping off his long curly glam- 
rock hair, with a pair of craft scissors, much to Mick's then gir lfrie nd , Vi v 


i 








































* 


3 




*US7if^cMJ 


h ET7R 



D 

iE 

:ti 

3 ( 

G! 

D 

fl 


NfiOTSTHVBHffl 1 fi |j l I fttt' 1 dEZ^ra^ > "X7K^S^lb. 

Albertines' horror, which made me laugh. She also talks about her time working at 
Vivienne Westwood and Malcolm McLaren's Sex Shop, before being sacked, as well as 
her time spent In one Sid Vicious company. It's the punk period which interests me 
the most, though there's some good stuff on the PRETENDERS early years too. Plus 
sad demises of Pete Farndon and James Honeyman Scott are discussed in detail. 

Ebury press/www.penguin.co.uk 

» (urihihgoh mdSBBM 

VIV ALBERTI NE - Clothes, Music, Boys (Faber & ; 

f USt like the Chrissy Hynde biography, Viv Albertine tells it from tne heart and 
leaves no stone unturned as she goes honest, sometimes passionate warts'n'all 
account of her life pre-punk adolescent, meeting future boyfriend and CLASH 
guitarist Mick Jones at Art College, unlike some of her fellow punk peeri she came 

from a working class upbringing and did not have to fake or lie about her 

background. It was Mick who encouraged her to buy her first electric guitar with 
the lnhentanee money she received when her Gran died. Though Viv never felt 

an h ° ften suffered na gging doubts about her own playing. She spent a 
lot of time hanging out and getting up to mischief with a certain Sid Vicious They 
even slept together, but it was nothing sexual. Just kindred spirits,'or like- 

“J® 1 V° U i~ m f!; eS - Of , course ' she joined Sid's band, FLOWERS OF ROMANCE, before 
being fired, then took the plunge and joined THE SLITS and the rest is historv as 

they say. There's lots of revealing stuff on the SLITS in the 77/79 period, which 

th arS lnterested in - Viv backcombed all of the girls hair, wrote a lot of 

the bands songs and could be confrontational in band interviews. She also talks at 

length about her break-up with Mick. Remember he wrote the, "Train in Vain*about 

Sv Lfto r 6 r ® latlonshi P* The SLITS break-up gets a whole chapter of its own. 

Viv had to learn how to cope with life after the bands demise and her battle with 

leadJrship C in thTslI tTHI readin 9‘ Hopefully her involvement and 

xeaaersnip in the SLITS will no longer be down-played. 

www.faber.co.uk www.fabersocial.co.uk 





\ ■ 


straight people have punk records 
hidden at die back of their 


Some of us Scream, some of us Shout" by Gregory Bull & Mike Dines 

(Itchy Monkey Press / Amazon): 

Thanks to Hog for this surprise Xmas pressie. Bloody hell, this book is heavy. A4 
size and packed with just about everything in the 80's anarcho-punk scene. This is 
the third in an anarcho-punk trilogy. I don't know anything about the previous two 
books, but the authors and the various contributors, share their passion, pride and 
enthusiasm for the anarcho-punk scene. Flyers (now rare), zine interviews with 
ANTISECT and AMEBIX (one unissued one) are featured in this book, as well as stuff 
on CRASS, CONFLICT, CHUMBAWUMBA, THE SUBHUMANS, NECROS and RUBELLA BALLET etc. Plus 
original, reprinted/typed zine articles on animal-rights, feminism and anti-religion 
and nuclear war. First hand gig accounts/reports are featured in depth, which makes 
this book a cracking read. If you were heavily influenced by anarcho-punk, then 
this book is a must for many a 4MW reader. Hog told me he got this book off Amazon, 
so a copy I suggest you check them out. 

JLonely Boy" - Steve Jo n es with Ben Thompson (Windmi^^ ^ 

^ bee " nuffi f ou f books ov er the past few decades on the SEX PISTOLS, plus 

°? raphlSS by Glen Matlock ^d John Lydon, (two to be exact). Well this is the 
first time we get to hear Steve Jones side of the story. He talks at lenath in 

^t Y h ChaP r a a K° Ut hiS childhood ' often neglected by his parents, didn^t get on 

her, got into trouble with the law from an early age and was put on 
probation. Bunked off school regularly and later found out he was dyslexic Healso 
reveals he was sexually abused by a man when he was a boy and this well kept dark 
secret came to light in this book, which helps to explain his later womaSing 

?or M, ^ f IS 3° LS dayS * He alS ° admitS to undergoing intensive counselling 

PROFESSION^ addiition3 ' which seeme d to take hold post PISTOLS and the 

qet rid of a f *' b r°graphy ^ written in a therapeutic way and helped Steve 

Tohn f ' few demons whlch stl11 haunted up until more recently. He also gives 

ju a Y few whiLe ^ ^ PIST0L ' 3 frontman of telling more than 

sandwich ” ™t ^es and drspels the myth surrounding Glen Matlock's spunk 
sandwich saga. According to Steve, it wasn't true, Lydon made it up. But what we 

tie^lad peLsona St h a L° Ut ^ PIST0L ' 3 guitarist is beneath the public Jack- 

perspective this h \ qU \ e t °" ghtfUl and sensi tive at heart. From a psychological 
perspective, this book makes a fascinating read. 

www.penguin.co.uk www.jonesysjukebox.com 
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fT MAKES YOU WANT TO SPIT! 




PUNK 

IN 

ULSTER 


77 ■ '82 


nu auuiuB 


Sean O'Neill - Spitrecords and Irish punk scene 

Ireland brought many famous punk bands onto this world and had bubbly scene.The 
person who tries to document it step by step and preserve classic recordings of most 
Irish bands is called Sean O'Neill from Spitrecords. Just by pure accident I found a 
contact for him and thought it would be interesting to ask him some questions.Sean 
answered by return and I am grateful for that. 


Ill QHGJISX& 


l)How old have you been in 1977 and have you been active on then punk scene or just 
got into it later and was so chuffed that you wanted to do your bit on preservation side, 
archive things? 

I was 14 in 1977, so, too young for many of the early gigs here, but when I first heard the Sex 
Pistols, everything changed. The first record that I got by the sEx PiStOlS was Holidays In 
The Sun, which was quickly followed by The Never Mind The Bollocks album. I never 
hark after that. 9IIEE 19 


2)Do you think Belfast and N.Ireland in general in those years was just right fitting soil 
for punk movement, cos people had every reason to put two fingers into the air? 

In many ways it was - young people needed an escape from what was going on here on a daily 
basis (The Troubles). The fact that the music scene brought people together from different 
sides of the divide was just a byproduct and nothing which was ever thought about at the time 
by those involved. 

[ dedicated to Punk Rockers (youne and old) ev erywhere!! THE TEAB1EBKEB S. 


3)What was it like to live there in those years? Was it possible to go to clubs and make a 
gig or there were some regulations to keep troubles at bay? 

Everyday life had restrictions and regulations, like vehicle check points on our roads, being 
searched going into shops etc, but, as strange as it mat seem, it all became very normal to us. 
Punk had even more restrictions placed on it, as most people in authority didn’t like it. So, 
early gigs etc were problematic. Band used to book venues as a private party, then turn up and 
play. 

PUNK IN ULSTER: *77 - ‘82. 
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Olster'sbanned punk 

• v _u nB j e hut nnlv The Outcasts, SLF and 



Pro 

on 


n 

G( 


vm. - „erc dozens of punks bands but only The Outcasts, SLF and Undertones 

llj became really big, famous and iconic. What was so special on them that they broke 

IE Store's always an element of luck with any band ‘breaking through'to a wider 

-- 1 The bands that you name check all had great songs, which probably helped, 

torewere Xy others such as RUDI who shou.d also have had a larger share of 

S K ^ ui &~«; nc iH^ ,r! Koc^ shock 

5) Are you proud Irish who wants to preserve piece of Irish history and contact people ^ 

C and try to map as many punk things as possible to once make 100% complete picture of 
- those years or it s just a hobby for you as WWII is for someone else? 

{J I’m certainly proud of the Irish punk scene and that was one of the main driving forces behind 

myself and a friend documenting the punk scene here in our book It Makes You Want To „ 

Spit! as we both believed that our scene was every bit as special as LONDON, NYC, LA etc. 5 

My record label is a continuation of this and yes, it’s a hobby. There’s absolutely no money in j 
it. I’m aim with each release is to get my money back, so that*I can go again with the next ■ 

punk who have France at their feet 

6) You try to catch with things 40 years old. How much is there left in memories of 
people or do you generally meet with attitude” we were naive and stupid, time has 
moved on, punk is dead, good bye”? Are there many who send you their bits, snippets, 
photos or infos? 

When I started my website I did receive a lot of feedback, but not so much in present times as 
I don’t really have a lot of free time to update the site. All my free time is spent working on 
future label releases. One of the ‘joys’ of being a one man operation. 

- M%uw i iii^oid ticuuiu uamuoiii _ a ■ 

Anger from Ulster 

7) Your aim is to issue recordings of all those punk bands. How do you get old demos and l D 

contact people whose bands existed maybe two months, did one single and split? Do you - ■ 

keep it in original quality to catch the aura of time, or try to polish it with current 

technology to make it listenable? , T , . 

Generally I like to keep the recordings as they were recorded back in the day. I do have 
material ‘cleaned up’ in the studio, to bring the levels up to scratch for cd or vinyl releases 
and, if the recordings have hiss or dropout, we try to rectify this but apart from that, nothing 

much else is altered. 
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Council pulls plug on punks 'N 

i. T .rr. 8)Due to “ money talk” rule, clubs are shut everywhere, printed fanzines die, people 50p 1 

download on internet. What is the punk scene in Northern Ireland these days? 

Anywhere to go to for gigs or it's hard to meet punk with mohycan in Belfast or Dublin 
these days? 

I don t think you need to have a Mochain to be classed as a punk. You can always meet 
people that are into the same music as yourself at live gigs and these days there are all kinds 
of other ways to connect with like minded people on social media too. Lots of fanzines are 
now on line, they haven’t totally disappeared, they’ve just evolved and adapted to a different 
world from the 1970’s. 
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!T MAKES YOU WANT TO SPIT! 


1 


9)Would you wish, that original spirit from 77 with feel of togetherness and “ us against 
them” was still there today or it was natural thing as in everything, that people get 
together, do hurrah things and then it all deadens, everybody fends for himself and only 

hard core one remain? ? 

The late 70’s and early 80’s punk scene was a different time and a different place. You can’t 
recreate that, it’s gone. I live for today. Sure, it’s nice to look back and remember, but you 
can’t live in the past. 

i 


Ulster's Punk Pavs 

An introduction to the N. I reland P unk phenomenon!. 


featuring. 


10)You have Spitrecords and title of you book was called It makes you want to spit .Did 
you belong to punks who used to like gobbing at bands or just like to spit at system and 
ugly things, hence the name? 

The book title was taken from the first local TV show which covered the then emerging pUnK 
scene. The show was called It Makes You Want To Spit! When I started the label, it just 
seemed natural to continue a link to the book. The Shellshock Rockers compilation CDs that I 
issued were almost like companion CDs to the book. It just all seemed to fit together. 


ll)Have you been a member of any punk band and what do you think about bands like 
The Outcasts who are dead for 30 years and then get together and tour, is it genuine or 
just for money or feel to do it one more time even though original members are gone, 
but name still attracts people? 

No, I’ve never played in any bands. Re The Outcasts, they were always my favourite local 
band. I personally loved seeing them back together and playing live. It’s not like the first time 
around, but no band is. I think they put on a great show and you can see just how much they 
enjoy playing their songs live again. It’s certainly not a money making venture for the band. 
Can punk rock really pay the rent?? 
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MAX SPLODGE 

on'Taking Humour Serio usly | 

H " ^ 


^•gpor 'Egberts 


l« 


SPLOD! 


around then in Bromley but it wasn’t until 1978 -79 that did my own band. 


“e nokSSSTSTJ^^iTup or had just limbo period or are active since 1979? What 
does the band name really means and is Max Splodge your real name? what is you musical and 

social background? . r . . 

Splodge has never really split, just long periods of time off between gigs. The first album we 

did came out in 1981 followed by 1982 - Search of the Seven Golden Gussets .The 3rd Splodge 
album in 1991 - A nightmare On Rude Street. 














c 








In early stages you did some pranks on stage, oral sex, farting, handcuffs etc. Was it just because 
you wanted to get notorious your own way and when songs failed on chart you wanted to get 
attention different way or you simply liked nutty things and fun? 

We've always played jokes on each other on and off stage, on the road it eases the 
boredom. You d often wake up with one eyebrow missing, half your head shaved or your 
knob superglued to your belly button. 


Hie funniest band in Punk return with a brand new 16 track studio album 


classic "Two Pints Of Lager" and a great cover of 'The Laughing Policeman" 
ore also mghlights of an album destined to go down in Oil folklore. 


Line up 


Max Splodge 

-vocal 

Mat Sargent 

-bass 

Johny Chunders 

-guitar 

Harry Monk 

-drums 


Your first single Two pints of lager and pack of crisp, please became your most known hit 
alongside Two little boys. How does it feel when people remember you mostly for these two 
songs? Are you disappointed you didn't get more or happy that you crack it so early? 

Two Pints is a great song, what more do you need in life than crisps and lager? I don’t mind 
people remembering us for that, it’s a punk anthem. We don't get bored of playing it and 
usually have a jam half way through so it's different every time. 


Tell me, please, about Wurzel from Motorhead. Did he play with you regularly or was just at 
occasional shows? How did you meet him? 

I met Wurzel in 2000 when I moved back to London, he lived down the road from me so we 
used to drink in the same booza. Wurz had left Motorhead and we asked him to guest with 
us on a few gigs which became a regular thing. When Splodge recorded The Artful Splodger 

album I co -wrote 667 The Neighbor of The Beast with him and he also played guitar on 
Behind Close d Doors. _ _ 

You also play(ed) with Bad Manners and Angelic Upstarts? Does it mean, that you are full time 
musician doing whatever comes your way to avoid 9-5 job or you were asked to play there when 
your own band was in limbo? 

I did a bit for The Angelics, played a bit of drums and later went on to play bass for a while. I haven't 
joined Bad Manners, I just guest with them, I get up and do a Splodge set and the musicians play my 
songs. I'm not really a full time musician as such as it would interfere with my proper job as a bingo 
caller. 
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How many shows do you play these days and have you ever played in Czech Republic? 

I tour with Bad Manners every year doing around 50 shows and do a handful of gigs a year with 
band Splodge. We play Rebellion Festival we do every year and have for 23 years. 


Albums 

Splodgenessa bounds 

In search of the Seven Golden Gussets 

Nightmare on Rude street 

I don't know 

The Artful Splodge 

: t I M 


I have read that according to DNA test you are direct descendant of Genghis Khan. Is it just hoax or 
truth? If the later could you explain more please? Did you have any infos hence you went for DNA 
or how did you find out? Edward Pole Tudor told me he is relative to Richard III. 

Yes I have had a blood test which linked me as a direct descendant to Genghis Khan. My 
manager won the blood test in a competition but insisted that I went for the test, so I am 
scientifically proved to be mongy. 

iame. The girl he was marrying was 
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What were you basically singing about? Did you have any social or politically sharped lyrics or just 
fun, fun, fun? You have only 5 albums in 40 years, why so few? 

I usually write songs about observations that I make,... like why do pubs have car parks. Life is 
funny... well more of a joke really but there is always a humorous side to things. You gotta have a 
laugh aint ya ! 

i lunuii ^ uduu wno were unemployed 

niton’s acting carper was talrino r»ff 
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niton s acting ca_ ___ 

Could you tell me, please, about your acting career? Did you have enough of music and wanted to 
earn money different artistic way and got a chance or it was just one off thing but music is your 
main ambition. Any notable films you played in? 

I have done a few acting bits and pieces, a few punk movies and my most memorable part 
was standing in for Milo Tweeny on The Tweenies... I think that was the pinnacle of my 
acting career. 


What are your life principles you live according to? 
Keep rocking, don't be a grass and have a laugh 


SPLODGENESSABOUNDS 
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Featuring - On Trial OK, The Papa Shangos, The Cundeez, The Varvkers and GBH. 

w it:h it being an Easter Bank Holiday weekend, it is fair to say that most people, 
including myself were well up for Waterloo Music Bars three-day punk festival. 
Especially as it was on local turf. What more could we ask for, when the sun was 
shinning and it was quite warm for March and the Beast from the East had finally 
perished. 1 

I arrived nice and early at the venue to see ON TRIAL UK. Met up with Hog, Liam and 
Sophie. We chatted for a bit, ordered drinks and went back inside to see Johnny Wah 
ah front ON TRIAL UK. It was quite a packed dance floor, so we decided to watch 
the set from the bar. As usual Johnny was full of energy as the band played songs 
mainly from their, "Look Directly Into the Sun" album. It's the second time I'd 
seen them live now and due to the later start, we didn't miss any of their set 


Day 1 - Waterloo Music Bar - 


30 / 03 / 18 ; 
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A lot of fun was being had on the dance floor, cos someone had blown up a lot of 
balloons and it was like one big punky party atmosphere-wise. People started kicking, 
heading and punching balloons all around the dance floor. Of course me and Sophie 
couldn t miss an opportunity to have fun and decided to join in with the some what 
anarchic and chaotic game of football, played by some older Scottish skinheads. By 
the time the PAPA SHANGOS hit the stage, the game of (balloon) football was in full 
flow, even their front man jumped off stage and joined in. 

He got dive-bombed with balloons booted in his direction. It was a right laugh. I 
managed to boot one balloon over the stage barrier. What a hooligan I am! I'm sure 
the COCKNEY REJECTS would have been proud of this ha ha! Sophie managed to head a 
alloon with her two foot high blue Mohican, which was quite an impressive feat. I 
gave a skinhead called Brian a dead leg. Yes, I can get quite competitive where 
footie is concerned as I told him later when he said I was a dirty player. 

We had a short break from the Balloon-footie fun and games. More alcoholic 
beverages were ordered and drank before the dance floor filled up once more for 
Scotland's Celtic Folky punksters, THE CUNDEEZ. I ended up talking to the leads 
singers missus and a few band relatives and friends before the band got into their 
bag piped-punky stride. Having not seen this band live before, but read a few 
articles about them, I was quite impressed with what I heard. They put on a good 
show and got people dancing down the front with a few balloons flying through the 

air. The mam culprits being me, Brian, the Mohicanist and some of the older male 
skinheads. 

Sadly , SICK 56, local hardcore punksters had to pull out cos drummer Boothy wasn't 
well according to Liam. His uncle Tony, plays bass with SICK 56, which was a shame. 
After ordering more drinks, we all went outside for some much needed fresh air. I 
purchased a £5 wristband for Saturday's festival off my mates Nick and Alex Brooke, 
w o were selling the wristbands to raise money for an Alzheimer's charity. I later 
ound out they d done really well and raised a lot of money according to Alex. The 
wristbands completely sold out. Top Stuff. 
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Afternoon had turned to night and time seemed to be flying by when we were all 
having fun. Me, Brian and Milton Keynes Daz did a joke about playing football on 
the bowling green the following day if the weather was still good. We all ate mini 
Easter eggs before heading back inside for not one, but two headline bands - THE 
VARUKERS and GBH. 

Being both highly influential Midland hardcore punksters, we couldn't wait to see 
them in the flesh, especially here at the Waterloo Music Bar. Neither band 
disappointed. THE VARUKERS were fast as fuck with Biff and Rat in full control. As 
well as playing older songs like, "Protest'n'Survive", "Die For Your Government", 
"Led To The Slaughter", "Another Religion - Another War" and "Nothings Changed", 

they were promoting their new studio album, "Damned and Defiant", which I can tell 
you sounds good live alongside their older material. 

In fact THE VARUKERS set was that fast and played at breakneck speed, thanks to 
guitarist Biff, that when GBH hit the stage and their hour of old and new songs 
from their latest studio album, "Momentum" - they sounded slow by comparison. 

Shock!! 

That must be a first!! I couldn't get to the front to see GBH, only towards the end 
of their set did I manage this. Colin, Jock and Ross were on top form, blasting 
away through, "No Survivors", "Sick Boy", "City Baby Attacked By Rats", "City 
Babies Revenge", "Give me Fire" (personally fave), "I Am The Hunted", "State 
Executioner" and even "Big Women" Shock! Just as well the feminazis weren't 'ere to 
hear that one, gasp! Ha ha! Being female myself, I am certainly not offended by 
that song. Some times we all need to lighten up a bit. 

With the first day of the Anarchy Festival completed, it was time to go home, get 
some sleep and dream about the second day! 




ANARCHY 2K18 Punk Festival 
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Day 2 - Waterloo Music Bar - 31/03/18: 


Featuring - No Thrills, Potential Victims, Bom to Destruct, XSL and Abrasive 
Wheels . 

I arrived at the Waterloo Music Bar a lot later than the previous day's festival 
cos I was listening to the footie matches on Talksport Radio* Liam and Sophie had 
arrived an hour earlier at 5 o'clock wondering where me and Hog were. I apologised 
as it was approaching 6:20pm by the time I met them outside the venue. Gave myself 
a slapped wrist - ha ha! Before we headed inside the venue to see NO THRILLS set, 
I'd missed LITTER BUG though Liam and Sophie had watched them earlier. 


Surprisingly the dance floor was quite packed for NO THRILLS, a band I'd never 
heard of before. They had obviously brought a sizable crowd along to watch them 
play at the Waterloo Music Bar. Me, Liam and Sophie stood at the back of the dance 
floor as it was heaving. I spotted the Scottish skins and punks straight away. We 
said hello to them. They seemed to be having a good time dancing to NO THRILLS who 
played street punk which seemed to go down well with the punters. They weren't bad 
on first impressions. 
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Said hello to Milton Keynes Daz again. He was stood by the bar. Sadly I can't 
remember if BORN TO DESTRUCT played or not, with all the chatting, but decided to 
got to the front when POTENTIAL VICTIMS played. 

Me and MK Daz decided to get a good position by the barrier. We were joined by Big 
A ex Potential Victims band member. Last time I'd seen him was at the ONE WAY 
SYSTEM gig. He swopped banter with POTENTIAL VICTIMS front man and guitarist Spider, 
who s a top guy, (but more of that later). 

T ' ve seen POTENTIAL VICTIMS quite a few times now and enjoyed watching and 
listening to their motor punk sound. To my surprise. Spider kept coming over for me 
o play a few chords, though I don't know if his pedals were on full or not, as the 
second guitarist was also thrashing away. It was well cool and made my night. Songs 
m their set included, "Punk Rock Police", "Revolution" (personal fave), "Hate 
Crime", "Potential Victim" (of course), "Weekend Warrior" and "Smack City". 

their set was completed, I caught up with Hog, he'd arrived late cos his cat 
had been hurt, possibly hit by a car according to the vet, as it's hip and back leg 
had popped out of its joints. Ouch! So he had to ring round for a weekend vet on 
stand by to take his cat to - what a nightmare! 

Anyway, he ordered drinks then went over to the table where POTENTIAL VICTIMS front 
man Spider was setting up the bands merchandise. Me and Hog had a good chat with 
3 *??r. 1 bou ^ ht a CD an d Spider asked what T-shirt size I was. I told him medium 
and he gave me a black POTENTIAL VICTIMS T-Shirt with the bands three-skull logo on, 
with the words, "Bite the Hand that feeds you shit!" Big A1 rejoined us and told us 
stones about the time he was in the band. 

Around this time XSL, (who feature two ex-SLF members - Henry Cluney and Jimmy 
eiily)., were sound-checking. We could see the dance floor was completely packed 
out, so we decided to stay with Spider, Big A1 and watched and listened to the set 
at a distance. Me and Spider did sing along to "Tin Soldier" and "Wasted Life" 
together. Around this time, I felt a soft tap on the shoulder. As I turned round I 
was greeted by Brian, (the Scottish skinhead I played balloon-footie with the 
previous day). He told me the drummer was absent from XSLF cos of health problems 
^ d h * d bee ? rushed hospital a few days before, so only Henry Cluney remained in 
S F from the original SLF days. Jimmy Reilly had a heart by-pass operation, (found 
this out later). He has since made a full recovery. All the same, XSLF put on a 
good show in such difficult circumstances. 

The festival night's proceedings were brought to a close by headliners, ABRASIVE 
WHEELS, a band I got into back in '82 when I was in my early teens. Who can forget, 
"Vicious Circle", "Burn 'em Down" (personal fave), "Voice of Youth", "Urban Rebel", 
"Slaughterhouse", "Sonic Omen" and "When the punks go marching in!" (played twice). 
All of which brought back fond memories of my misspent youth as I listened to 
Shonna and co thrash through their set. With raised, clenched fists all. round. Tell 
you what I can confirm, Shonna has a strong clench, he touched my fist a couple of 
times and even let me, Brian and MK Daz sing into the mic a few times - top guy! 

For me, ABRASIVE WHEELS were the highlight of the night, with POTENTIAL VICTIMS 
following a close second. And to round off the night MK Daz gave me a free ticket 
for Sunday's festival. He had a spare, cos his uncle couldn't make it, which was 
much appreciated on my part as you dear readers of 4MW can imagine. 
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eat yourself dead 
get a grip 

why do people sing about riots? 
peace and love muthafucka 
don’t phone back 
pedigree scum 
money 


ANARCHY 2K18 Punk Festival 

Day 3 - Waterloo Music Bar - 01/04/18: 
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Featuring - Crime Desk, Face Up, Xtract, PMT, Kickback Generation, Eastfield, The 
Vibrators. 

Wow - it's day three of the Anarchy Festival at the Waterloo Music Bar and I 
decided to pace myself and not drink too much. Unlike other people who were not 
feeling the worst for wear after two days of heavy drinking. I'd almost gone part 
straight edge by ordering halves, well that was until MK Daz bought me a pint, then 
it seemed to go out of the window. He can certainly knock back those Jagerbombs! He 
had five on the table we were sat at and knocked them back in quick succession, tee 


hee...... 

I Liam and Sophie joined us as they were tucking into pieces of chocolate Easter cake 
two older punkettes (sat on the opposite table) had made. They asked if I wanted a 
piece of the cake. Well it looked lovely and yeah I am a bit of a chocoholic, (my 

KS guilty pleasure), so I said yes. My eyes lit up at once cos it was quite a big 

piece too. Those punkettes were very generous. They also offered us chocolates and 
I gave them two small Cadburys cr6me eggs. Top punkettes - just wish I could 
remember their names, but so much was going on around me that I forgot. 

I I think it was around this time that Scottish skins joined us. Nick and Alex Brooke 
also joined our table. I think CRIME DESK were playing but I didn't get up and 
watch them. They're a duo and I'd seen them before and they gave me a set-list in 
exchange for a copy of 4MW zine, nice one! From what I hear, they weren't bad. 




We were conserving our energy for XTRACTS set. Yes, the UK82 band who appeared on 
various Pax Records compilations. As me and MK Daz headed for the dance floor, we 
were greeted again by Spider of POTENTIAL VICTIMS, plus drummer Simon, they came to 
watch XTRACTS with us. Someone had left a tie draped around the barrier so I gave 
it to Spider and he put it on. I jokingly pretended to strangle him whilst dancing. 
We had most of the dance floor to ourselves, so we could do what the hell we liked 
and drummer Simon and a few others joined in as well with the chaotic dancing, as 
XTRACT played, "Blame it on the Youth" - talk about another blast from the past. 


I've seen XTRACT twice now at the Waterloo Music Bar and yet again get the thumbs 
up from me. After their set, we all went outside and had another good chat with 
Spider and Simon of POTENTIAL VICTIMS. They told us, they'd had a buckfast vodka 
breakfast. These guys like to live dangerously and show no signs of mellowing out. 
Though there was only one small problem, Simon had lost a ring outside, so we tried 
to help him find it but had no luck. I told everyone including the VIBRATORS 
guitarist, Nigel Bennett. (I didn't know it was him until later when they hit the 
stage with his band.) 
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The biggest disappointment for us was a rock band called PMT. Why? Well, we were 
all expecting to see the 90's DIY punkette band who had recently reformed and done 
a split EP with THE DESTRUCTORS, but it wasn't. So after greeting Hog (he had 
returned from the vets for his cats treatment, it cost £1000 - I kid you not! Those 
vets certainly know how to charge). It wasn't surprising he needed a swift pint of 
cider to get over the shock. 



We all trekked back outside. We'd heard enough of PMT ad gorged ourselves on more 
Easter eggs. Hog found an unattended Cadburys one, still wrapped on the dance floor, 
so I put mine away and shared the Cadburys egg with Scottish crusties and a few 
other punks and skins. 

I think another metal type band followed PMT, so again we ordered more drinks at 
the bar and checked out the merch stalls before going back outside again. This time 
we were joined by Brian and I told him, he hadn't missed much apart from XTRACTS 
set, which I am sure he would have enjoyed. 

We only re-entered the venue for EASTFIELD's set. I was looking forward to seeing 
these DIY punksters live as I already had their, "Detonation Junction" CD which is 
good. Funny thing is, one guy seemed to think I was in EASTFIELD, tee hee. He asked 
me what time the set started. I replied I wasn't sure. Then it clicked, he'd 
mistaken me for one of the band. He apologised and we laughed about it. 

Eastfield put on a top class performance and were a vast improvement on the 

rock/metal bands before them. It was just a shame the dance floor was only half 
full. A lot of people seemed to have disappeared after the other bands had played. 
But like proper DIY punksters, EASTFIELD didn't let that get in their way. Duo 
vocals of Jessi and Trina worked well. I hope to see them back in this venue in the 
near future. 

The night's headliners were THE VIBRATORS, even though there isn't one original 

band member playing in the line-up on show at this festival. They still put on a 

fast, energetic, punky-77 style set which I enjoyed and danced to with some of the 
other girls at the front. Their rendition of, "The Troops of Tomorrow" was really 
good and made your hair stand up on end without the aid of soap. 

Guitarist Nigel Bennett even gave me one of his plectrums halfway through the set - 
nice one! Yes, they played, "Judy says", "Baby Baby", "Automatic Lover", "London 
Girls", "MX America" and "Whips'n'furs" - closing the weekend 'Anarchy Festival' on 
a high. Though towards the end of their set, some of the punksters had gone, 
possibly to catch trains and taxis?! 

But all-in-all, it was a bloody great festival and well done to the Waterloo Music 
Bar for putting on such a fun-packed three day event. Mitch 2018 
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A STREET DOGS 


Pod Parou Fest 16.-18.8.2018 Vyskov Czech Republic 

In blazing hot weather Eva and me set of to Vyskov on Thursday afternoon. It takes us three 
hours to get there and after checking in we head to the venue. Thanks to Ales Navratil (thank 
you again) we get backstage passes and in no time we are there. First who we see are the 
Discharge.We have yet to see them live with J.J. and Tezz but we love their latest album. 
Rainy talks to us about his wife who passed away out of the blue and him being so frustrated 
that he didn't play with Discharge in first half of the year.But their set sounds very much like 
early 80's with JJ being much more understandable. Many people said that this was the best 
set they have ever seen from them, for us it was early pinnacle of the festival. Second 
followed with Marky Ramone and his support band.I stand about three meters from Marky 
and am glued to his drumming technique which I watch for almost 70 minutes since band 
plays non stop the classic songs from Ramones .After that we go to bed since we both had 
night shifts before. 

On Friday we get to the venue at 11 a.m. I walk around tents an offer our punk book 44 
znamek punku to various groups. Some of the punk are so far (or already) drunk and stoned 
and claim they either can't read or don't read. Looking at them I almost believe them.lt is 
scorching weather so most of the punters look for shade in beer tents. I have never seen a 
punk band from China so watch Demerit and they sound very well. Then comes Czech punk 
legends Plexis who had serious car crash before Christmas and incredibly got back on stage 
within few weeks. Next act are Los Fastidios from Italy but their ska punk doesn't go well 
into my ears. Street Dogs play this festival for about fourth time and are good as ever. Infa 
Riot never played in Czecho before and singer Lee Wilson asks me bashfully if fans will 
know them. Although I liked only their first album and didn't hear that for almost 15 years the 
set is great and Lee tells me happily, they got invitation for another gig in Prague for next 
month. Then come Agnostic Front and Roger Miret sings despite having heart and arm 
operation behind him and still nurses hand in plaster. The Exploited had to pull out due to 
Wattie's ill health so Cockney Rejects stepped in at 4 days notice. Jeff Geggus is very happy 
to be back and they sing songs from early records which goes down well with the crowd.We 
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leave the venue after midnight when The Toasters perform their set. 

On Saturday we came before 3 p.m. to see great Czech gore n roll quartet Malignant 
Tumor.It's ass kicking music, real good mix of punk-metal and rockn roll.Then comes 



18.8.2018 - Pod Parou - Vysk 


CRASS, 


Acidez from Mexico who are fastly growing band around the world.We survived the set of 
Brasilian band Paura definitely not our taste. We bump into Defiance who played in Czecho 
lastly about decade ago. Eric the original drummer and I hit it off straight away and we talk 
and soon swap contacts. He seemed to be a very nice and interesting guy. Same went with 
Menace who didn't play here for more then 12 years and Noel, the drummer 
left by accident his luggage with merchandise and stick on the airport.Angelic Upstarts 
played lastly in Czecho in 2004 and had brand new line up. Mensi sung songs from first two 
albums which was good and didn't talk much of politics which was good as well.The last 
band for us are The Restarts who we really love. Thecir fast, furious, loud and angry punk 
was ace full stop behind this years festival. We appreciate that there were no incidents and 
organizers managed to keep the fans at bay with only 4 security guys. We leave home with 
good feelings cos we made new friends, got new contacts and heard some new bands. Long 
may it last. 

Vitek Formanek and Eva Csolleova 
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17:40 
18:40 
19:50 
21:10 
22:40 
00:00 
01:10 


SPS (CZ! 

DISCHARGE (UK) 
MARKY RAMONE (USA) 
LAGWAGON USA) 
SHANDON (IT) 

THE HELLFREAKS (HU) 


LOS FASTIDIOS (111 
STREET DOGS (USA) 
INFA RIOT (UK) 
AGNOSTIC FRONT (USA) 
THE EXPLOITED (UK) 
THE TOASTERS (USA) 
SEX DEVIANTS (CZ) 


17 : 20 - 
18 : 30 - 
19 : 50 - 
21 : 10 - 
22 : 30 - 
00 : 00 - 
01 : 10 - 


18:20 

19:30 

20:50 

22:10 

23:40 

01:00 

02:00 


PAURA (BRA) 

N.V.U.(CZ) 

DEFIANCE (USA) 

MENACE (UK) 

ANGELIC UPSTARTS (UK) 
THE RESTARTS (UK) 
DUKLA VOZOVNA (CZ) 


mm 


- 19:35 

- 20:50 

- 22:20 

- 23:45 

- 01:00 

- 02:00 


17 : 05 - 

18 : 25 - 

19 : 40 - 

21 : 00 - 

22 : 30 - 

00 : 05 - 

01 : 15 - 


18:05 

19:25 

20:40 

22:10 

23:45 

01:05 

02:00 
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It had been a good few months since I last attended a gig at the Waterloo Music Bar, 

so when I heard UK SUBS would be rolling into town to play a local gig in South 

Shore on a Sunday, I thought it was as good a time as any to see the SUBS live 

again. 

The last time I saw them play locally was back in 2004 at the now defunct Poultons 
Royal Oak pub and that was a top gig/ which I reviewed in 4MW a decade ago. Since 
then, the SUBS have had a few line-up changes. This time around I would get to see 
them with Alvin Gibbs on bass, (who previously played on two classic studio albums, 
"Diminished Responsibility" and "Endangered Species", as well as more recent 
releases. 

The gig didn't start early so I made sure I arrived at the venue around 6:30pm in 
good time to see the support act, LITTERBUG, (who I'd seen numerous times before), 
and meet up with my mates. Hog, Liam and Sophie. Surprisingly, I arrived earlier 
than them, so after having my ticket checked at the venue entrance, I made for the 
bar and ordered a pint of Carling. 


Waterloo Music Bar - 


18/11/18 - OK SUBS + LITTERBUG: 
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I think LITTERBUG were already sound checking as Hog, Liam and Sophie arrived. They 
ordered drinks, then we went and sat down for a bit of catching up on gossip. Liam 
told me he'd formed a new street-punk band called CONTACT IED with his mate Stu, 
who I chatted to later. They had already recorded one song titled, "Scrounger" 
about a mate of theirs. Liam played a snippet of the song on his smartphone. From 
what I heard, it sounded quite good. 

I traded copies of 4MW#17 and got chatting to a few characters who regularly attend 
Rebellion Festival, one such person was Jez, he's quite a legendary for super 
gluing mini ice cream cones, small plastic soldiers and mini Blackpool Towers on 
his shaven head, in the shape of a Mohican. You may have seen the photos on social 
media. Though he told me this year, his mate had beaten him by by super-gluing beer 
cans in the shape of a Mohican. 

After spending a bit of time outside in the fresh air, we all decided to go back 
inside and see LITTERBUG performing their set. Frontman Stu Diggles was wearing 
black and red Dennis the Menace stripy jumper. I thought he'd borrowed if off Hog. 
Only joking!I Unlike Hog's fated jumper, Stu's didn't get drenched in beer. 


LITTERBUG played quite a lengthy set and got two skinhead/Oi boys stood near the 
front dancing. They seemed to be having a good time, so I decided to join them for 
a few songs dancing. They asked me why more people weren't dancing? I told them 
that most punks wait for the main band to hit the stage and conserve their energy 
until then. 

LITTERBUG's brand of melodic punk seemed to go down well with the punters. They're 
quite popular with the locals. Though I was surprised to see Andy Higgins on 
bass, cos I thought he might be in Wembley watching England play as I know he 
follows them at home and abroad. 
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Would you believe after LITTERBUG's performance, Sophie managed to blag herself a 
free t-shirt in medium size off front man Stu Diggles. I jokingly said to Hog and 
Liam, how does she do it? After slipping off to the toilets, I decided to check out 
the UK SUBS merchandise stall, where Charlie Harper's missus was seated. I bought 
the latest CD, "Subversions" and a T-shirt, (which cost £12, unlike ABRASIVE WHEELS 
who charged £20 at the Anarchy Festival, I attended!) 

Being proper professionals I didn't realise the SUBS were already sound checking 
when I was browsing around the merch. Once I paid for the items I bought, I made my 
way in the direction of the dance floor which was already packed out. But, being me, 
I managed to manoeuvre myself through to midway, then looked for spaces to sneak 
through to get a better view to watch Charlie and Alvin on stage. There's an art to 
it and I'm a bit of an expert at it as you can't afford to act reserved or 
introverted at a gig like this, ha ha! 

I rejoined Liam and Sophie, I don't know where Hog was. The two skinhead/oi boys 
were dancing again, this time to the SUBS, so yet again, I decided to join them. I 
beckoned Sophie over, so all four of us were dancing away to the SUBS back 
catalogue, which is quite impressive. Charlie kept bringing the mic over for us to 
sing into as they played, "Stranglehold", "CID", "I live in a car", "Warhead", 
"Endangered Species" (a favourite of mine), "Left for dead", "Time and Matter", 

"You don't belong" and cover versions of, "Kick out the Jams"(Muthafucker) and 
"Waiting for the Man" (one of Hog's fave cover versions!) 

Though the highlight of the night was when Charlie pointed at me, then dedicated, 
"Tomorrows Girls" to me. I was well chuffed. Top guy! It certainly beat blagging a 
T-shirt off LITTERBUG - tee hee! 



Back in 2004, at the Royal Oak, Charlie dedicated "Young Criminals" to me and Hog, 
we both laughed about that afterwards cos we were well in our early thirties at the 
time! So yet again Charlie didn't disappoint as far as I was concerned. The SUBS 
played for a full hour plus encores, rounding off a top nights entertainment. 

After the gig, I got Charlie and Alvin to sign my ticket, which is printed with 
this review. Alvin also signed my CD, but it took us ages to open it because of the 
tight wrapping. We used our teeth and when that didn't work, Alvin gotta a pen and 
finally prised it off. I told him to have a word with Charlie's missus about the 
plastic and he laughed, top guy! 



Met up again with Hog and his mate Adam, (who I'd seen at the VICE SQUAD gig the 
previous year. We chatted for a bit, then Adam asked if I'd like a life home. Cos 
he'd come in his car. That was an offer I couldn't refuse cos the nights were 
getting darker and colder in November, though the weather was good for this time of 
year. 

But, all in all, it was another top punk gig at the Waterloo Music Bar and I hope 
that Charlie and the rest of his SUBS comes back and plays another gig here in the 
near future. 

Mitch 
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Waterloo Music Bar 
presents 


UttSUBS 


Sunday 18th November 
Doors open 7.30pm 
Waterloo Music Bar 


£10.00 


Waterloo Music Bar presents 
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Plus Guests 

Sunday 18th November 2018 
Doors open 7.30pm 
Waterloo Music Bar, Waterloo Rd, Blackpool FY4 2AF 
vw.waterloomusicbar.com - 01253407886 



Ticket £10.00 


www.phntmytkkets.cp.uk 
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GIG REVIEW - THE DAMNED + JOHNNY MOPED 

@ THE DOME, BRIGHTON 

19/11/2018 


This was the first time I had managed to see THE DAMNED live (although I've always liked their 
unique punk/'gothic horror vampiric' style from when I was a kid) and I arrived in Brighton by train 
early and had a few drinks in the city's pubs before kick off. 

Alas, being preoccupied in The Dome's bar (chin wagging with fellow KILLING JOKE fans who were 
fresh from KJ's 'Laugh At Your Peril' World Tour and the Joke's final date at The Roundhouse in 
London a couple of days before, including my mate Scott who knows bassist Youth personally and 
who lives near me and who has formed a new KJ influenced band called INTRAVENOUS) I missed 
Johnny Moped's set but walked onto the venue's dancefloor just in time as THE DAMNED appeared 
on stage! 

The current line up is Dave Vanian, Captain Sensible, Paul Gray, Pinch and Monty Oxymoron. Their 
set included tracks from their top notch new album EVIL SPIRITS and old favourites: Born to 
Kill/Democracy/Standing on the Edge of Tomorrow/Wait for the Blackout/Lively Arts/Silly Kids 
Games/Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde/Devil in Disguise/Stranger on the Town/The History of the World 
(Part l)/l Don't Care/Love Song/New Rose/Neat Neat Neat/Curtain Call/Ignite/There Ain't No Sanity 
& Smash It Up. 

r 

Brighton Dome Concerts * 

Church Street, I 

AEG Presents 


ZON 




The Damned 

Plus Special Guests 
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UNDER 16s MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY AN ADULT IN THE STALLS GENERAL ADMISSION 
NO UNACCOMPANIED UND ER 14s IN THE VE NUE 


Monday 19 November 2018 


Doors Open : 7:00 pm 


£26.00 
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@ THE DOME, BRIGHTON 
19/11/2018 


There was a brief bit of tension and aggro when a group of youths pissed off some of the older 
punks with their drink fuelled slam dancing on the dance floor but 'calm' was eventually restored 
when Captain Sensible injected some humour and comedy into the proceedings and announced 
from the stage that the reason he always wore his famous trademark red beret was a result of "that 
most unfortunate side of punk: the tendency to spit at bands" which produced laughs galore from 
the large audience. 

All in all I enjoyed the night out (which was near my birthday which cheered me up a bit amidst 

some dark depressing shit going on in my life at the moment!) and I will definitely think about seeing 
THE DAMNED live again on a future UK Tour! 

Bob the Joker 

www.officialdamned.com 


Waterloo Music Bar - 27/01/19 - 999 + COMPLETE DYSFUNCTION 4- DEAD 

OBJECTIVES: 


Having my 50 th birthday the previous weekend and no punk gigs, the Sunday 999 gig 
would be a fitting way to celebrate and as Hog mentioned beforehand I would be 
joining the old punks club ha ha! 

I had been looking forward to seeing 999 live, in the flesh for the first time. For 
some strange reason I never felt compelled to attend a 999 gig, even though they 
had played this venue before. The only problem was two days before the gig, I came 
down with a stomach bug. Just my bleedin' luck, though I refused to let it get the 
better of me, even though I was only half fit. So like a real trooper, I dragged 
myself up from my sick bed determined to make it to the show. 




















$ 




The gig wasn't due to start until 7:00 pm, so I set off a little later, thankfully, 
it wasn't too cold, though that didn't stop me from putting on a larger VARUKERS T- 
Shirt to keep warm under my black, silky, biker's jacket. After all, it's better to 
be safe than sorry. 


When I arrived at the Waterloo Music Bar, I couldn't see any familiar faces, apart 
from my mate Nick Brooke, who greeted me and bought me a coke as I couldn't drink 
alcohol cos of the stomach bug. If I did, it would have been a one-way-ticket to 
the ladies toilets. 


Not long after the first support band COMPLETE DYSFUNCTION began their set. I know 
nothing about this band, but what a pleasant surprise. They played late 70's retro 
punk songs like, "Innocent", "Bank Job", "1977" and also did their own rendition of 
999's "Emergency" with Nick Cash jumping on stage to sing with them. I do also 
remember them covering SHAM 69's "Borstal Breakout". Me and a few others took turns 
shouting the chorus lyrics into the mic. 


I was impressed with what I heard. I chatted to their bassist Richie Riot after the 
set and bought their CD EP, which I have reviewed elsewhere in 4MW#18. Their 
frontman Dave Dysfunction was selling merch including skull wrist bands which he 
had made himself for £1 and also earrings, which Sophie bought a pair of. Band- 
patches were only 50p - what a bargain" I bought a wrist-band and a patch. 


After meeting up with Hog, Liam and Sophie - catching up on gossip - we listened to 
the second support and, DEAD OBJECTIVES, who I know Hog rated very highly as he'd 
seen them live before. The dance-floor was packed so we watched from the bar, then 
checked out the 999 merch stall, which Nick Cash was sat behind eating his take¬ 
away. I bought a 999 T-Shirt for £12. Not bad considering some bands charge £20! 


* 


It was around this time I noticed an unattended piano ad decided to have a plonk on 
it. Liam's mate Stu joined me. We talked about their new band, CONTACT IED. I told 
Stu, I might not be able to dance much cos of the stomach bug, but I can compensate 
for that by trying to play the DAMNED's, "I just can't be Happy Today" on the old 
piano. I dunno what Nick Cash made of all this, as I'm sure he was watching from 
the merch stall. 



We'd lost all interest in the DEAD OBJECTIVES set cos of the piano distraction but 
they weren't bad from what I heard. One of their songs reminded me of early KILLING 
JOKE. 

Had another chat with the members of COMPLETE DYSFUNCTION. Showed their bassist, 
Richie, the piarto. He had a plonk like me. We had a laugh, then it was time for 
999's set. Time seems to fly by when you're having fun. 

Again the dance-floor was cram-packed, so me, Sophie ad her mate danced a bit near 
the bar. Whilst 999 cranked through some of their old classic singles, "Homicide", 
"It's Alive!", "Nasty, Nasty", "Feeling Alright With the Crew" and "Emergency", 
which Nick Cash dedicated to me cos he'd seen me singing along to COMPLETE 
DYSFUNCTION'S rendition of the song. Now I was at the front of the stage leaning 
and tapping my hands on the barrier to the songs I could enjoy the set more and 
even got to sing into Mr Cash's mic a few times. Nice one and top guy! He obviously 

didn't think I looked 50, cos he said before the band performed, "Emergency", "it 
was nice to see a lot of younger people dancing at the gig". Some of which he 
thought were not born before 77 - though I was a mere 8 years old then! 

So it was a great way to end the gig on a high note, with 999 playing a lengthy set. 
By 10:15 pm, it was all over and thankfully I had no problems with the stomach! So 
in the end it was well worth attending the gig and an all round enjoyable night. 



WATERLOO MOSIC BAR BLACKPOOL 

SMALL V/EHUE - MASSIVE ATTITUDE 
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Waterloo Music Bar - 31/01/19 - THE CASUALTIES + DISVHORD + LITTERBUG: 


I was only aware-this gig was taking place, several days beforehand, when it was 
announced in the local paper, the Gazette. Me and Hog discussed it at the 999 gig. 
Yes, it was the talk of the local DIY punk rock community and Daz was chuffed to 
pull this gig off at almost the last minute. Though with it being the middle of the 
week, we weren't sure how many of the people we knew and chatted to would be able 
to make the show. Apart from me and Hog, I know Nick Brooke would be at the gig cos 
he told me so at the 999 show. Though sadly, Liam and Sophie couldn't make it cos 
of work commitments. 


E iP Though if by magic the stomach bug had almost gone and I was feeling a lot better 

and was quite excited about seeing the USA street punksters, THE CASUALITIES, live 
with those multi-coloured, towering Mohicans. 

Ironically, this was the coldest Wednesday of the year. It was bloody freezing 
y walking to the Waterloo Music Bar. I did wonder if the gig was still on or not? Cos 
of the bad weather. Some parts of the North had snow and I hoped THE CASUALTIES 
£ weren't stuck on the M6 grid-locked motorway. Luckily as I stepped inside the venue, 

I I could hear music - to my delight it was THE CASUALTIES sound-checking. They had 
made it safely in one-piece to Blackpool. 

I ordered a coke as I still couldn't drink alcohol. I wasn't gonna risk it cos I 
wanted to have a little dance to the CASUALTIES. Not many people had arrived when 
they were sound-checking, though my mate Nick had arrived nice and early. He'd 
spent £70 on CASUALITIESmerch, mainly T-shirt, Sweat-shirt and Hoodie. He told me 
his missus, Alex, couldn't make it to the gig cos she'd gone into hospital the 
previous day to have her laser-eye treatment. (4MW wish her a speedy recovery). 

Nick, like myself, was well up for the gig. He showed me some socks on the 
CASUALTIES stall, with the words, "Fuck off" on them. They were priced at £15, he 
wanted me to buy them, but I was saving my money for a CD or T-shirt. Though that 
didn't stop us laughing about them. 

Once the CASUALTIES soundcheck finished, I had a chat with their newish front-man, 
David Rodriguez. I gave him a copy of 4MW#17 and bought a copy of their new studio 
album on CD, "Written in Blood". He told me their drummer, Meggars had gone down 
'q with a stomach bug and spent most of the day in bed and only got up for the 
soundcheck. Oh dear! The dreaded stomach lurgy seems to be catching!! 

Then Daz and Adele arrived and chatted to them. Daz told me there had been a crash 
near Preston New Road. We could see all the ambulances, cop-cars and fire-engines 
zooming passed with sirens blaring from the venue doorway and large window. Talk 
about casualties, we just hoped nobody travelling to the gig was hurt. 
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AttOCiATlO** TO ABO TO 


SlI'SK P *° P1 * ha l arrived for the 9i9. inci;7"g , TogVth , o" g r7hTv‘.„;^^^ 

^ y v, h ^ X f f 11 When the flrst support band, DISCHORD began their set. I stood and 

ToTit, '- he T b «r“ h fl °9 »" d a few other regulars, including *L,j4ursey 4 

,4 a, 4h , 4 chatted to before at the 999 show. Can't remember his real l 

name, cos of the loud music. w 


. ru ™J n fronted by a female with heavy guttural vocals, more in the metal, 

vein, than punk. They weren't bad. We didn't have long to wait for LITTERBUG 

nf ^ h f 3 ^ 6 ‘ We V6 Seen them live numerous times and there were several groans 

' a°H EIT ^ ERBUG again!" Nick tool to calling them, SHITTERBUG, I'd love to have 
seen Andy s face and response. Anyway, a few people down the front seemed to be 

SUBS^h t0 thSlr m6l ° dlC ' punk set ' including the Oilboy skinheads I met at the UK 


The venue was a lot fuller when headliners THE CASUALTIES hit the stage at around 
9:45pm. I made sure I gotta a good view and made my way to the front with Bid A1 
(ex-POTENTIAL VICTIMS). We stood by the barrier. It was good timing cos we didn't 
have to wait too long before the CASUALTIES started. Image-wise, the band did not 
- app - nt ' cos gmtarist Jake and new front-man David, both had towering blue and 
red Mohicans, and looked the business. The volume was cranked up to the max as the 
band played at a mega-hyper frantic-pace, thrashing through older songs like; "Uqlv 
Bastard", "For the Punx", "Riot", "Casualties Army", "Punk Rock Love", "Frontline", 
"Chaos Sound , System Failed", "Get off my Back" plus newer songs off their. 
Written in Blood" album, which included, "Feed Off Fear", "1312", "Demolition" 
"Ashes of my Enemies", "Ya Bastard" and "Borders". 

Jake and David's scissor-kick jumps were quite impressive and reminded me of Pete 
Townsend and Paul Weller. We all danced and sang along to the songs. David passed 
the mic to me numerous times. David is from Texas and wanted us to shout, "Fuck 
Trump!" during the chorus of one song. We didn't need much encouragement and 
obliged m a defiant, rebellious, punk way. Whisky was ordered from the bar. David 
poured a glass-full down Jake's throat. It was strong stuff. How do I know this? 

Cos I tried it. David gave Big A1 a glass of it and he passed it to me to take 
a sip. Bloody hell it was strong stuff - nearly knocked my head off ha ha! As I had 
yet an °ther sip. Big A1 and David grinned. I tried to get Nick to have a taste, but 
he wouldn t tee hee, I think he had a pint of cider in his hand. 

It was a shame when the gig ended cos we wanted the CASUALTIES to go on forever and 
never stop. They played for well over an hour and when the show finally ground to a 
halt, frontman David ripped off the duct-taped set-lists on the monitors and handed 
one to me and the other to a male punk, top guy! As you can imagine, it made my 

1 m sure most of those who couldn't make it, will be kicking themselves cos 
the CASUALITIES were that good and all round nice guys. 

According to Hog, after the gig finished, Nick purchased a pair of CASUALITIES 
underpants to go with the rest of the merch he had bought earlier. In all, he had 
spent £90 - wow! I bet you the band were pleased! I missed all this, cos I was 
making my way home in the white fog and frosty ice, though Nick, told me to take 
care beforehand. Luckily, I made it home safely, in one piece though it was quite 
slippery on Dover Road. 

I think the cold weather here in South Blackpool prepared the CASUALTIES for their 
upcoming Russian tour. As I read somewhere, it had been colder in the North of 
England than it was in Moscow. 



New York punk band heading 
to Blackpool as part of new tour 


New York hardcore punk vet¬ 
erans The Casualties have 
been added for a last-minute 
show at the Waterloo Music 
Bar. 

As one of only two North 
West dates, The Casualties 
will perform at the Waterloo 
Boad venue in South Shore on 
Wednesday, January 30. 


ff 


* Carl Swinnerton said: ■ 
“Formed in 1990, they have I 
played continually since then ^ 
all around the world. 

“This current ‘Written in 
Blood’ tour consists of 45 con- * 
certs over 50 days visiting 18 4 

countries to promote their 
10th studio album ofthe same 
IJJ name.” 


The band consists of Dav¬ 
id Rodriguez on vocals, Rick 
Lopez on bass, Meggers on 
drums and Jake Kolatis on 
guitar. 

As well as a stop-off in 
Blackpool, their latest tour is. 
set to take them around the 
world including Russia, Las 
Vegas, Estonia, Finland and 
Germany. 
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I knew the band Tenpole Tudor already since mid- 80's and posed their first two, brilliant albums. 
Their popular song Swords of Thousands Men was covered with Czech lyrics by our legendary punk 
band EIE.I also have the CD Made it this far which is great rock ri roll but had no idea about the 
destiny of the band. I had no idea what Edward Tudor Pole does these days, so was very nice 
surprised when I found him on website of a talent agency. Being an autograph collector, I asked him 
for signature and he not only responded by hand written letter but also included a contact. It was too 
good a chance to miss so I started to ask him questions since his life and career was very interesting. 

Is it truth that your family roots go back to real royal house of Tudor, hence your surname? Does it 
mean that you can own some historical property in UK which used to belong to Tudors? 

I am descended from the Duke of Clarence, who was King Edward 2nd’s younger brother 
and Richard III older brother. His daughter was Margaret. Henry Tudor defeated Richard 3rd at 
Bosworth in 1485 and became King Henry 7th.He killed all other possible claimants to the throne 
from that family, except for Margaret whom he married to his cousin Henry Pole, making her safe 
that way. The pair had several children including Reginald Pole. 

But when Henry 8th came to the throne, and eventually broke away from the Pope and formed the 
Church of England, and burnt the abbeys, and monasteries just so he could marry Ann Boleyn (whom 
he executed after very few years, well bored of her) then Henry & Margaret Pole's children posed a 
dynastic threat to Henry and he killed some of them. 

Reginald a firm Catholic, horrified at the fascistic brutality of Henry 8th and fearful for his life, 
escaped to Rome and became a Cardinal at the Vatican. In the elections for Pope he came second, 
by six votes difference! 

So whilst there is a connection to the Tudors they were essentially the enemy of the Poles, 

Mind you, in those days, whoever was the most ruthless, violent, clever, brutal and the most mighty 
won the battle and the prize. Not much different from Al Capone really. 

The fact is I am a Pole, which is a far more ancient family than those nouveau Tudor upstarts!!! 

Not that any of this stuff makes a jot's worth of difference. Margaret and H. Pole have thousands 
and thousands of descendants! We are all descended from Charlemagne after all. And whether your 
father was Ghandi or Hitler doesn't make you a better or worse person than you are already. 

But when I said to Malcolm McLaren, that I was a direct descendant of Henry the 8th.he loved it! 

He loved anything that would upset the apple-cart, and cause a fuss or an upset. He was a genius 
with a mental age of eight, cackling with glee at the chaos. If punk rock isn't funny it isn't punk rock. 
And no I don't have any landed property, although it would be just as easy to lie, to make the story 
better! I am very grateful to have somewhere to live. 


You attended Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts. Was it after split of the Tenpole Tudor or before 
establishing it, so originally you wanted to be an actor but punk came in and you liked it so did 
your bit and then returned to your original idea? 

I had been thrown out of school at 16 so I joined college to do A level exams and a part time drama 
course. I was thrown off the A levels quickly but Mary Moore kept me on the drama, and I could fit it in 
with being a part time despatch rider to earn some cash. 

At the end of the 2 nd year course I was refused at every drama school I applied for. 

So Mary kept me on for a third year, took me more seriously, gave me leading roles, built up my 
confidence and when I tried again for Drama schools I got in to all of them including the best: The 
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Royal Academy of Dramatic Art (Rada) So I went there. It wasn’t so much that I was burning to be an 
actor but it was about the only thing I could do half well. There was not a college of rock& roll to apply 
to! (and quite right too: that's a terrible idea !) Halfway through the course Punk exploded and my 
college mates at Rada said," Look Ed, they are copying you!" 

I thought would finish the course and left in April 77. I could not get any acting work (surprise, 
surprise) not even as a spear- carrier so it was not long before I answered an ad in Melody Maker for 
"Wild front man wanted" Of course I got it and so I joined The Visitors. 

I do not like the world of acting, and I don't like the job of acting, it’s actually quite dull work 
but the poor actor is so grateful to have any job at all that he doesn’t notice. Anyway why would 
anyone want to pretend to be someone else when he can be Ten Pole Tudor, and write great songs 
and rock the house!! It is a no-brainer. 

I feel sorry for actors: they are out of work for 90% of the time. A musician is never out of work; in 
fact I must go now... to play some scales! 


I have read you were meant as a replacement or Johnny Rotten but I also read that Jimmy Pursey 
was to join them and change the name for Sham Pistols. Could you put some light onto your 
connection with Sex Pistols and how id your replacement stint happened? 

When Lydon left the Sex Pistols, a friend saw a small advert in the music paper, them advertising for 
a new singer and told me about it. I owe this man my life and can't even remember his name! 

I was better than the others and got the gig. You can see some of my audition in The Great Rock& 
Roll Swindle film. 

I joined, and rehearsed, and recorded Who killed Bambi and Rock Around the Clock 
Then Sid died and it was all over. My foot well in the door, having written and then later performed 
Who killed Bambi in the Swindle film, I then formed Tenpole Tudor which was what I wanted all 
along: my own band playing my songs. I didn't really want to be the second Johnny Rotten but if 
somebody tell you that the Sex Pistols are auditioning, you can't NOT go along! Especially as I 
absolutely knew I would get the job,no-one else could match my aggression and crazed persona. Like 
the man said: anger is energy. Steve Jones was a bit lost around this time and there was talk of him 
and Jimmy Pursey forming some kind of punk super group. On paper it's a great idea but it didn't 
work out. I imagine Jimmy would be tricky to work with but I love him. 


You played in The Great Rockri roll Swindle.Could you tell me more about it's post S.P.mortem 
filming? Was it McLarens idea how to milk more money? Was it then when you were called for a 
role or since you were to be a replacement for Johnny you were obvious choice? How was filming 
with Ronnie Biggs? Did you get on with McLaren? 

McLaren was in no way a money milking cliche but a total artist and genius. 

How popular and busy were Tenpole Tudor band. Have you supported any notable big bands and 
made long tours around UK and Europe? Did you write "Swords of a Thousand Men" and was it 
like tribute to Tudor era? 

We were dropped from the label, the band fought and broke up. I formed a new band but no record 
company would look at you in the 80s with acts like Duran Duran and Spandeau Ballet being flavour of 
the times. The 80s is the worst decade for music that I have lived through (all that synth and stupidly 
loud snare drum....bah grumble...moan) We were touring but not earning much. 

I could not afford to turn down the acting work when it came: a man needs to live, but I always felt a 
bit guilty swanning around a film-set with film stars and having the best paid working-holiday you can 
get, and lounging by a pool (there’s always loads of waiting around in films). 
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I knew I was neglecting my true work which is music. It might have seemed enviable to others and at 
times with good, reason and spending 3 months with Alex Cox the film maker and including Joe 
Strummer in Nicaragua was an epic I would not have missed but a man cannot spend his whole life on 
’holiday'. Well, not this one. I want to create beautiful music. 

But that was then. I am OK now and back on track with the music. The acting days are a distant 
memory, locked away and never seen. 

And absolutely irrelevant to the music nothing whatsoever to do with it. That's my point, another world 
entirely, and those two worlds never meet. __ 


Made it this far 

(as Tudor Pole) 


2009 


Line up 

Edward Tudor Pole 


-guitar, vocal 


You obviously love rockri roll and are influences by lots of artists like Status Quo, Queens or 
Shakin'Stevens.ls it why you continue playing as solo artist since you can't be without music even 
after your successful film roles? Do you prefer singing to acting? 

Firstly may we please shut up about the days when I was doing a bit of acting. Who the hell cares 
about actors! It is a frivolous profession and fairly dull as well as difficult; and that's when you are lucky 
enough to be working! But it's as far removed from rock& roll as you can get.The other point is: yes, I 
am heavily influenced by rock& roll, but why mention Shakin Stevens????? 

Rock& roll was invented by the likes of Jerry Lee Lewis, Chuck Berry, Elvis Presley. Little Richard etc. 
Shaking Stevens is just another bloke like me who also loves rock& roll, and has made some excellent 

singles in that style but he is not an" influence". As for Queen.they are not even rock& roll!! I once 

broke my leg in a race to the radio to turn it off because a Queen song-was about to be played. I 
cannot bear to listen to them. Brian May is a physics teacher, not a rocker (or ought to be) 

I am rock& roll through and through and look to the originals for inspiration as any sensible person 
would.I love the Rolling Stones and have done since I was 9 years old, they've never let me down and 
I shall see them play very soon in the UK and I'm getting excited. For decades I’ve been seeing them 
and always go to the gig thinking that they couldn't possibly be better than the last time 
and they always ARE! That's all you need know about musical influences. Through them I was led to 
the source of it all. 


SINGLE REVIEWS 


Albums 

Eddie, Old Bob, Dick and Gary 
Let the four winds blow/ 

(asTenpole Tudor) 


1981 

1982 





HACKJOB / HOOKED ON CHRIST - split 7" EP - (Somewick DIY): 

Wow! This split EP comes in thick sky blue vinyl. I could say Man City shirt 
colours, but I don't want to insult either band, cos I hate City after beating my 
beloved Liverpool FC. Yes the wounds are still raw and this EP is ideal therapy. 
Hackjob (I think, ex WHOLE IN THE HEAD band members are in this outfit). And HOOKED 
ON CHRIST (great name for a band) are both fast as fuck, playing at breakneck speed. 
I kid you not! Reminds me of the late 80's 'Blitzcore'- scene and hardcore/grindcore 
bands, John Peel used to have in session on weeknights. Talk about a blast from the 
past. I recommend you play this EP when your neighbour decides to penetrate your 
eardrums with his god-awful dance music. 

Hackj ob.bandcamp.com facebook.com/hackj ob hookedonchrist.bandcamp.com 
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THE BACKSTREET ABORTIONS - CD EP - (Nunny Dave Records) : 

First we had DAYGLO ABORTIONS, well now we've got the BACK STREET ABORTIONS, quite 
aptly named as they are no scared to piss off the PC Brigade in a tongue-in-cheek 
kind of way. If I tell you members of SICK ON THE BUS and THE VARUKERS play in 
this band, I think you'll get the picture. It's solid sounding '82 style punk, with 
female vocalist Jesse taking full control of the songs like, "Can't Afford it", 
"Texas Heat", "Useless Chatter" and "Mother Mary". 

s: 



BARSTOOL PREACHERS - Grazie Governd Flexi: 

This flexi was also given away free with Viva Le Rock Magazine sometime ago. So 
it's worth giving it a little spin. I know in some quarters, BARSTOOL PREACHERS 
reputation has grown over the past few years. They remind me of RANCID's ska-punk 
period. I can also hear a bit of the BEAT influence. Not bad. 

Facebook.com/barstoolpreachers 





COMPT-P-TE DYSFUNCTION - This the demo version CDR: 

I know the name of this band is quite a mouthful to say the least, but don t let 
that put you off listening to the four tracks on show here, including a cover- 
version of the 999 song, plus self-penned ditties; "Innocent", "Bank job" and 
"1977", which are all proper late-70's sounding, DIY punk in the best possible way. 
Punkdave4 4 @hotmail.co.uk 


CONTACT IED - Scrounger demo CDR: 

It's always good to hear a local punk band forming. CONTACT IED come from the 
outskirts of Blackpool and have only been going a few months. Guitarist Liam Lethal 
Lizard Roberts played me a snip of this demo on his smartphone at Novembers UK Subs 
gig and I was quite impressed with what I heard. Frontman Chaotic Stu reminds me of 
a young Gavin Whyte vocals-wise, backed with heavy UK82 style guitars from Liam and 
his uncle 'Badman' Bri. Hopefully 4MW will get an exclusive interview with the boys 
for issue 19. 

Contact: Liam Roberts - CONTACT IED, 33 Billington Street, Wesham, Preston, PR4 3BE 


THE SIGNALS - Suck it up CD EP: 

You remember this Scottish DIY punk outfit being interviewed in a previous issue of 
4MW#16 to be exact, well they're back with another four track EP, featuring songs 
like, "Pay Dead", "Living a Lie", "Karma is a Bitch" and "Black Sheep" (Not to be 
confused with the New Zealand horror movie). It's a good band going from strength 
to strength, over the border. 

Facebook.com/thesignals 


m 


(Various)- Prepare Yourself of an Emergency CDEP - (Bad Dog): 

This split 4 ways, not two, EP features two tracks each from, THE BRASH BULLETS, 

THE FLEAS, LE SNAGS and the excellent GEEZAPUNX. (Who guitarist Neil Duncan now 
tells me are taking a little time out to record their debut album.) All the above 
bands have a proper DIY punk feel in the late 70's/early 80's vein and not too over 
the top production-wise, unlike some Rebellion Bands. The two stand-out bands for 
me on the EP are the female-fronted FLEAS and GEEZAPUNX (of course!) 

Facebook.com/geezapunx facebook.com/brashbullets 
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1, How did you get into Punk and all things DIY related? 

Gaz - Well Mitch I was aware of Punk from the off l guess, but can't claim to have been 
buying the records or going to gigs as I was only about 10 or 11 years old. I had a good 
mate at school who had an older sister who was well into it and 1 listened to the Pistols 
and The Clash etc via her record player from memory! Taped a few of them as you did back 
then and the rest as they say is history! 1 suppose my real awakening was getting together 
with Tony during the second wave of Punk bands. For me bands like the Angelic Upstarts, 
The Ruts and SLF crossed from the 77 style stuff into the early 80's sound that gave 
ordinary kids a chance to be a part of it all and the buzz me and many of my closest mates 
have never left behind. At the same time all the anarcho bands were giving us a take on it 
all too with Crass being a massive influence on Punk and probably beyond. 


Tony: My parents used to get the Daily Mirror delivered in the 1970s, so I’d been 
fascinated by their sensationalist tales of these weird and dangerous punk rockers. It 
seemed a world away from my life living at the edge of the New Forest I’d always been 
into music, but not seriously. 1 like Suzi Quatro, Sweet, Slade and, er, Gary Glitter and 
would eagerly watch Top Of The Pops to see them and other Glam bands, but I never 
bought any records. I was more interested in playing footer or riding my skateboard. Then 
one day in 19771 happened to be tuning a radio and heard the words "We will be talking 
to Johnny Rotten and Sid Vicious, after this." And then ’Pretty Vacant’started. I was 
stunned. It was like nothing I'd heard before and I was instantly a fan. From then it was a 
quest to hear more and more. Luckily stuff was played on the radio, some even made it to 
Top Of The Pops, and friends with older siblings had records that could be taped. Also my 
cousin, who wasn't a punk, but did have records by Stranglers, Subway Army, Ian Duty and 
Elvis Costello, so I taped those. I bought my first record in 1978, 'Jilted John’, and haven't 
stopped buying them since. 


Gaz and me had been friends since we were five, but both getting into punk around the 
same time, reinforced the friendship and we went from going to see big bands in huge 
venues, to finding likeminded people at smaller gigs and otherfriendshipsformed. That 
and the growing influence of anarcho punk made the transition to DIY punk a natural 
thing. 
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2, What inspired you to create your own DIY punk fanzine? Were you influenced 
by other late 70’s and early 80’s zines and if so, which ones did you enjoy reading? 

Gaz - My inspiration was my SD co-writer Tony! SD should have started a lot earlier than 
it actually did but due to my obsession with railways (True! Still have one too!) and beer it 
took a while for me to come around to the idea. We always say a zine called 'Damaged' 
from Dorset was our inspiration. I think I last saw Andy who wrote that over 30years ago 
when 1 gave him a lift to a cricket match! There were also loads of other zine writers who 
seemed to start with us 84/85 time but 1 have some from earlier than that somewhere! 
Basically, we used to read Sou nds a lot but just wonted to getinvolved other Gian going to 
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gigs, buying records and BushelTs view! 1 also found out recently that a fanzine by the 
same name was around late 70's and I think one in the USA. Obvious name for a Punk zine 
in many ways! 

Tony: It's true that I wanted to start a zine a year earlier than we actually did. Gaz wasn't 
into it then and my lack of self- confidence meant I wasn't going to do it alone. To be 
honest I can’t remember which zines I’d seen at that point, I just remember really wanting 
to do one. When I bought a copy of Damaged at a local gig I was blown away. What struck 
me was that there was an interview with The 4-Skins next to a Crass interview. Gaz and me 
had never been interested in divisions, if we liked a band we liked a band, we didn't care if 
we were supposed to like them or not At that point neither 4-Skins of Crass were big 
favourites, although I owned records by both. When I saw that zine I was determined to do 
a zine and probably pestered Gaz so much he gave in. I fondly remember sitting round his 
parents' dining room table with a huge typewriter and glue stick and putting a zine 
together. 

There were other local zines around then, and I really liked Beer Can and Another Krummy 
Zine, but it wasn't long before we were getting zines from all over the country. 
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3, Is it true Gaz, you and Tony tried to form a Punk band called Suspect Device 
before calling your zine the same name? 

Gaz - Well I'm not quite sure I know what the answer to this question is! I know from 
memory we both wanted to form a Punk band probably called Suspect Device but due to 
the fact that I have no rhythm, sense of timing, can't remember lyrics etc I would not have 
got through an audition for Disorder! 

Tony: I'm not sure if we ever really tried to start a band, but we did discuss calling a band 
Suspect Device. I wanted to be a drummer, and I also had a bass, and Gaz had a guitar, but 
at that time we didn’t really know anyone else we could ask to be in the band. It never 
occurred to us to just be a two piece. 


SUSKTIHWiM 


ISUSI 


■■ IB. rm 

4, I've seen photos of you on bass and Tony on drums. How long did your band as 
a duo exist? 

Gaz - We only existed in Tony's bedroom but it was good while it lasted! Tony went on to 
prove he could play the drums in many bands and I went on to prove? Um! HmmU That you 
do probably need a bit of something to be in a Punk band. 

Tony: It was never really a band, just two friends messing around. I think that although 
we'd have loved to form a band, it was just a longing to be more involved, to be more than 
just consumers, to do something for ourselves. Starting the zine was us fulfilling that need. 
Once we started the zine we never really talked about being in a band together. 
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6,1 read in your 20 Years of Suspect Device (1984 to 2004) compilation zine that 
before your zine existed the DIY scene was almost non-existent apart from bigger 
more mainstream punk bands playing back in the late 70’s and early 80's. Do you 
think with all your hard work in the local DIY scene Suspect Device helped put 
Southampton on the DIY Punk/Hardcore scene map? 

Gaz -1 think that's generally true and our enthusiasm with SD helped create a scene 
around the mid 80's but there were many other like- minded people in Southampton doing 
a huge amount to get a great scene together at that time. The early 80’s punk bands 
basically never played Southampton until much later on in the 80’s (Those that had kept 
going that is) and the DIY scene that we were part of was putting many of the more totally 
DIY bands on. No managers; no promotors and were happy to cover their costs and sleep 
on your floor after the gig! Great times and many friendships made that still exist today. 
Crass gave everyone the ideas and we expanded on them! 


Tony: Suspect Device was just part of a scene that put Southampton on the DIY punk rock 
map. I can’t isolate us from what was going on around us, we took our inspiration from 
what we were part of. The STE Collective were the ones doing the really hard work, but all 
these likeminded people gravitated towards each other from the outskirts of Southampton, 
we were determined to do things for ourselves, and each took our own path to making that 
happened. Whatever was being done, it was always supported by everyone else. We may 
have loved seeing Siouxsie & The Banshees, SLF etc at the big venue in town, but we 
wanted more. So, bands were formed, zines produced (at one point Southampton had 4 or 
5 zines coming out), records traded, gigs put on and the lasting friendships forged in those 
early days is something I cherish. I think it helped that we all had slightly different 
influences but we all got on and accommodated each other, so gigs and records on offer 
exposed us all to sounds that we may not have been aware of. We were all becoming 
heavily influenced, sometimes unknowingly, by they way things were done by anarcho 
bands and what was going on in Washington DC with Dischord. 


5, Have either of you ever thought of having another crack at getting the band up 
and running once more as it seems quite common these days for people in their 
40’s and 50’s doing this to get a slot at Rebellion? 

Gaz - How I wish! 1 really enjoy Rebellion - Tony has never been!! 

Tony: I'm in a band. I’ve been playing bands since I was 19, just never with Gaz. He did 
have a go at being the singer of my first band, Obvious Action, but it didn’t work out Funny 
enough, when I started writing songs for what would become my current band, Abrazos, I 
talked to Gaz about him singing. We live miles apart now, so that never happened, which is 
a shame, and it would be cool to do something like that with Gaz, or get him to come and 
do some backing vocals on an Abrazos song someday. I’m not really interested in playing 
at Rebellion though. Gaz loves it, as do many other people, it’s just not for me. I'd prefer to 
play a tiny little pub just for a laugh. 






















7, With a lot of younger people getting into Punk through social media do you 
think there is still a place in the DIY scene for good old fashioned printed 
fanzines? Some of these youngsters don't even know what a zine is and seemed 
obsessed with Facebook! Any views or opinions on this subject? 

Gaz - I think there is! Social media is here to stay and is not just the preserve/obsession of 
the kids! I don't do anything like Facebook or any of the other stuff that’s out there but 
that’s just me. I think it’s a good thing generally but 1 also think people should not be 
forced down a certain route and that’s why paper zines are good! We’re not removing a 
choice and while we still have the demand then SD will still appear printed on paper. 

We’ve always been rubbish at selling it and could have sold a lot more if we had ’salesman' 
blood in us but never the less we’ve met so many great people through it 

Tony: I certainly think there’s still a place for a paper zine, it’s nice to have something 
tangible, but it’s just part of it I think DIY punk is right to embrace social media, it’s an 
easy way to spread ideas, music, information etc. I’m always wary of looking to the past, 
punk has to move on, to adapt and expand, otherwise it’s just old men reminiscing about 
the "good old days"; and that can never be good. There’s room for it all, they are all tools 
we should use to keep moving forward. 
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8, It's 34 years since Suspect Device started. Did either of you imagine you'd still 
be devoted to writing and compiling your very own DIY fanzine many decades 
later? 

Gaz - When you ’re 18you can’t imagine being 53! We have both enjoyed and survived 
Births, Deaths, Marriages and hair loss over the last 34 years. Basically, I put a lot of it 
down to being into Punk and the energy it seems to give me. Were both still buying records 
and going to gigs - long may it continue but it might be pushing it to say we’ll be doing it 
34 years from now! 

Tony: I don’t think either of us ever contemplated being in our 50s let alone still doing a 
zine. We had no long term plan, we just did the zine because we loved it, and that’s still the 
same now. Age is just a number, and I’m not ready to give up and rot in front of the TV. As I 
said above, reminiscing about the past is boring when there is still great music being 
produced. That's want motivates me; when I hear a band like Baratakus, or Natterers, it 
inspires me and I want to tell everyone how great they are. Doing the zine, and the 
podcast, is us doing what little we can to give them some publicity. 
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9, As well as doing Suspect Device didn't you also start up a distro and release 
various EP's by bands involved in the modern day Punk/Hardcore scene? Can you 
tell 4MW readers a bit more about this and is the distro/record label still up and 
running? 

Gaz - It’s all still up and running and never went away! It went through quiet periods but 
you can find the distro online. Tony does all of that and has his finger on the pulse for sure. 
Put it this way - he’s sold me loads of great records! I’m playing the Natterers as I type this 
- what a great band. We still have a few records from Suspect Device Records back 
catalogue so get in touch with me via the website if you ’re interested. We’re still releasing 
stuffbutgoing down the multi-label route at the moment point releases with other labels]. 
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10, What's the secret of you Gaz and Tony remaining good mates as well as 
producing a top class zine for so long? 

Gaz - Not sure if there is a secret really - it just works. Neither of us has any agenda just 
an obsession with Punk and a decent cup of tea! We have taken so much from it and 
hopefully given a bit back through supporting bands through the years. Now we’ve 
reached question 10 the real secret that you all need to know is that without Tony there 
would be no SD. He is our driving force and for many years now we have also had a merry 
band of like- minded contributors making life easier for Tony and me look good and 
getting credit where none is probably due! How long can we carry on? Mitch -1 don’t know 
but how long is a piece of string?!! 
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The best way to find out what we have released is through ‘Discogs’ -1 have no idea who 
compiled our catalogue but there is information there that 1 had totally forgotten about!! 
Frightening'to think that I never gave out the info!! 

Tony: From quite early on we were selling stuff for bands, 1 think the ’Winter’ EP by 
Political Asylum was the first thing we distributed. We also sold some of the early Boss 
Tuneage releases. Like doing a zine, doing a label was another thing that appealed, sadly it 
took the death of a good friend to get that up and running. I was in a band called Thirst! 
with a guitarist called Steve Burgess, he wanted us to release a record, but died suddenly 
before we could do it At his funeral his wife told me to "keep that band together”, so we 
wrote and recorded two songs about Steve, and backed them up with demo songs he 
played on and decided to release it ourselves. Luckily! We knew Sean Forbes [Wat 
Tyler/Hard Skin) and he helped us get this first record done. One you start releasing 
records then you almost have a distro by default because you end up trading with other 
bands and labels. The distro started to build and at one point after our good friend Andy 
Morris put a bit of money in to buy more stock we started selling quite a lot, helped by 
regular local gigs. We also had a Northern Branch of the distro with our longtime 
collaborator Si Briggs selling our stuff at gigs in the North East To be honest, as much as I 
enjoyed being able to approach a band who’d just blown me away and ask if we could 
releases a record by them, I never found the label as fulfilling as doing the zine or distro. I 
guess it entails a lot of things I’m not great at - selling ourselves, making calls, pushing and 
hassling. I have used the label to release my own bands in recent years, but as Gaz said we 
are now mainly helping local bands release their stuff as part of multi label releases. 

We have contributed to two Hack job records, and will be doing the same for Kontakta in 
• the near future. 

And like Gaz, I have no idea who did the SD discogs page. 
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Tony: We were mates before punk but I guess punk has strengthened that bond. We have a 
similar sense of humour, we love punk, we used to play footer together and we have always 
allowed the other space when needed. We've shared a lot over the years, we have a history 
and memories that l wouldn’t trade for the world. The zine is just something that we do 
together. It’s true that I do most of the grunt work, but that's only because l like doing that 
stuff. I don’t care that Gaz maybe doesn't do as much, and it may be seen as though I've 
taken over, but it's not really like that, it's just that it works like this for us. Suspect Device 
zine will always be the two of us, with a few of our good friends helping out of course. 
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11, Lastly! Is there anything else you'd like to say before this interview draws to a 
close? 

Gaz - Yup! Stay punk, buy pa per fanzines, don't spend all your money on beer at gigs then 
claim you can't afford to buy the DIY release or merch of the band you have been 
watching! Remember Punk was not from 1976 to 1984 - burst that bubble of studs and 
mohawks because there are so many fantastic young and new Punk bands out there who 
were not even bom back then. The internet has certainly been good for punk bands getting 
their stuff heard. I still go to watch all the old bands but new bands playing in the back of 
the pub still cuts it with me! Punks Not Dead! True! Many thanks for the questions Mitch 
and wear a suit of armour to Discharge gigs!! DIY not the Sony Music Corporation!! 

Tony: just thanks for the interview, I’m always amazed that anyone is interested in what 1 
have to say, but l really appreciate it 

Can I also say a big thanks to Pete Zonked!, Si Briggs, Stuart Armstrong and Alan Marshall, 
for the invaluable help with SD over the years. 

You can keep up to date with us at suspectdevicehq.blogspotcom (our bistro list is also 
there) and email us at suspectdevicehq@hotmail.com. Also, check out the podcast at 
teaandrecords.blogspotcom ^ 
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